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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1955 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  .  6,084  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  at 

30.6.55)  ...  75,210 

Increase  on  1954  .  450 

Natural  increase  (excess  of  births 

over  deaths)  ...  598 

(1954) 

Live  births  .  1,478  1,473 

Birth-rate  .  19-65  19-73 

Still  births  .  39  37 

Still  birth-rate  (per  i,ooo  total  births)  .  25-70  24-50 

Deaths  (all  ages)  .  880  822 

Death-rate  .  11-70  10-99 

Infantile  mortality  (deaths  under  i  year)  .  48  43 

Infantile  death-rate  (per  i,ooo  live  births)  .  32-47  29-19 

Neo-natal  deaths  (under  i  month)  .  33  30 

Neo-natal  death-rate  (per  i,ooo  live  births)  .  22-32  20-36 

Maternal  deaths  .  Nil  Nil 

Maternal  death-rate  .  —  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2  years)  1  1 

Death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (per  i,ooo 

live  births)  ...  0-67  0-67 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (Resp.  12;  Other  2)  ...  14  13 

Tuberculosis  death-rate  .  0-18  0-17 

Tuberculosis  notification-rate  (per  i,ooo 

population)  0-75  0  88 

Cancer  death-rate  .  2-00  1-92 

Deaths  from  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  .  302  292 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  .  61  72 

Deaths  from  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  135  95 

Deaths  from  Violence  .  38  44 
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J.P. 

Co  opted  Members : — 

+  Rev.  Father  F.  M.  Duffy 
fMr.  F.  Richardson 
fMr.  R.  Stewart 


,,  A.  J.  McIntosh 

fMr.  N.  Winn 

fCounty  Councillor  Davis 

f County  Councillor  Williams 


*M  embers  of  Health  Committee 

f Members  of  Building  and  Medical  Service  Sub-Committee 

The  Health  Committee  deals  with  all  general  public  health  matters 
including  slum  clearance  and  work  under  sections  9,  10  and  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


The  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees  is  an  Excepted  District  under  the 
Education  Act,  1944,  and  the  Building  and  Medical  Service  Sub  Com 
mittee  deals  with  all  matters  affecting  the  School  Health  Service. 
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MEMBERS  OP  THE  AREA  HEALTH  SUBCOMMITTEE 


(Formed  by  the  Durham  County  Council  as  a  Sub-Committee 
of  the  County  Health  Committee  to  assist  in  the  administration  of 
the  Part  III  Services  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1046). 

Members  appointed  by  the  Durham  County  Council — 

County  Councillor  C.  F.  Thring  County  Councillor  G.  Williams 

County  Councillor  Mrs.  E.  Bennison 


Members  appointed  by  the  Town 

Councillor  Mrs,  E.  L.  Davies, 
J.P.  (Chairman) 
Alderman  H.  C.  Atkinson 
Councillor  K.  W.  Heslop 
Councillor  C.  V.  Armitage 


Council — 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Scott 
Councillor  Mrs.  S.  Ainsworth 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  E.  Jackson 
Councillor  A.  J.  McIntosh 


Members  Co=opted  by  the  Durham  County  Council — 

Mr.  J.  Mallaby,  J.P.  Mrs.  M.  Temple 

Mrs.  B.  Fitzgerald 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough  School  Medical  Officer,  Area 
Medical  Officer  (No.  12  Area,  D.C.C.’s  Scheme  of  Divisional 
Administration) — 

Henry  J.  Peters,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer — 

Mary  B.  Vincent,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.  (Appointed  22nd  June,  1955) 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector — 

^Ernest  Varley 


District  Public  Health  Inspectors — 

*A.  Kenyon 
*C.  H.  Carr 
*C.  B.  Martin 
*J.  Smith 


*A.  R.  Metcalfe 

(Resigned  12th  March,  1955) 
tC.  H.  Wright 

(Appointed  14th  February,  1955) 
tj.  Clough 

(Appointed  13th  June,  1955) 


*Cert.  San.  Tns.  Jt.  Board. 
fCert.  San.  Ins.  Jt.  Board. 


Meat  and  Food  Cert.  R.S.H. 


Chief  Clerk — 

H.  Kipling,  San.  Tns.  Cert.  R.S.H. 

Clerks — 

Airs.  J.  I.  Prater  Miss  S.  E.  Lewis 

M  iss  F.  M.  Bertram  (D.C.C.)  Miss  J.  A.  Freeman 
Miss  S.  Prest  (Appointed  2nd  May,  1955) 

Rodent  Operative — 

R.  Masters 

(School  Health  Service) 

School  Medical  Officer — 

Maureen  O’Gorman,  L.R.C.P.  and  S.I. 

School  Dental  Officers — 

Frank  R.  Cadigan,  L.D.S. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  F.  Rideal,  L.D.S.  (Part-time) 

Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (Part-time) — 

A.  E.  P.  Parker,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

Consultant  Nose,  Throat  and  Ear  Surgeon  (Part-time) — 

J.  H.  Appleton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.L.O. 

Speech  Therapist — 

Miss  Muriel  Knight 

Speech  Specialist — 

Miss  M.  McGreavey  (Appointed  3rd  October,  1955). 

Orthoptist — 

Mrs.  W.  Martin 

Psychiatrist — 

D.  J.  Salfield,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.M. 


Educational  Psychologist — 

Miss  M.  F.  Wylie,  M.A.,  Ed.B. 


Social  Worker — 

Miss  H.  A.  Young,  M.A.  (Resigned  28.4.55). 

School  Nurses — 

Mrs.  K.  Cahill,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  E.  Minto,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Morris,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Strawski,  S.R.N. ,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  E.  Whitehead,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  N.  Cattermole,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Dental  Attendants — 

Miss  D.  Whinfield 
Miss  J.  Coffield 

Clerks — 

Miss  J.  Hall  Miss  J.  Rowland 

Miss  J.  Fielding  (Resigned  30.11.55) 

Mrs.  E.  Williamson  Mrs.  I.  Stewart 

(Appointed  1.12.55) 


(Staff  employed  by  the  County  Council  for  work  in  the  No.  12  Area 

Stockton  Borough) 


Health  Visitors — 

Mrs.  C.  Cameron 
Miss  M.  Shaw 
Miss  A.  M.  Shaw 

Domiciliary  Midwives — 

Miss  C.  E.  Blackburn 
Miss  C.  A.  Coulson 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Hall 
M  iss  D.  Lloyd 
Mrs.  B.  Driffill 

Clerks — 

Mrs.  M.  Munro 


Mrs.  E.  A.  Stubbs 
Miss  M.  Smith 
Miss  F.  M.  Kirby 

Miss  L.  S.  Rayner 
Miss  S.  I).  Ricker  by 
Mrs.  F.  Southall 
Miss  V.  Wain 


Mrs.  E.  Wood  (Part-time) 


Day  Nurseries — 

Lome  Terrace — Mrs.  E.  V.  Miller,  Matron 
Norton  Road — Mrs.  M.  Tamme,  Matron 
Durham  Road — Miss  O.  Swift,  Matron 


Home  Nurses — 

Mrs.  D.  Culling 
Mrs.  M.  Harrison 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Hartwell 
Mrs.  A.  Greathead 
Miss  D.  Walker 


Miss  E.  Ward 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Mackie 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Stephens 
Miss  E.  Whittaker 


Ambulance  Service — 

26  Driver  Attendants  are  employed. 

Domestic  Help  Service — 

Miss  M.  Robson,  Assistant  County  Organiser. 
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Health  Department, 

106  Yarm  Lane, 
Stockton-on-Tees, 

To  the  Town  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1955,  which  sets  out  in  some  detail  the  vital  statistics  of 
the  Borough  and  indicates  health  trends  during  the  year. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of 
the  Borough  for  1955  is  75,210,  an  increase  of  450  on  the 
estimated  population  for  1954.  During  1955  the  number  of 
births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  598.  The  birth-rate 
of  19.65  per  1,000  of  the  population  remained  at  a  compara¬ 
tively  high  level  during  1954  and  was  only  slightly  lower  than 
the  previous  year’s  rate  of  19.73.  The  birth-rate  of  19.65 
is  the  crude  rate  for  the  Borough  and  makes  no  allowance  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  of  England  and  Wales.  When 
allowance  has  been  made  for  this  difference  the  adjusted 
birth-rate  for  1955  is  18.66.  This  adjusted  rate  is  compar¬ 
able  with  the  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was 
15.00  in  1955. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1955  was  880,  an  increase  of  58 
on  last  year’s  figure  of  822.  This  increase  in  the  total  number 
of  deaths  is  largely  accounted  for  by  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  attributed  to  heart  and  circulatory  diseases 
and  vascular  lesions  of  the  central  nervous  system.  The 
number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  central 
nervous  system  rose  from  95  in  1954  to  135  in  1955.  The 
crude  death-rate  for  the  Borough  of  11.70  per  1,000  of  the 
population  is  a  fractional  increase  on  the  previous  year’s  race 
of  10.99.  The  adjusted  death  rate  of  the  Borough  for  1955  is 
13.69  which  is  comparable  with  the  rate  of  11.7  for  England 
and  Wales  for  the  same  year. 

In  the  annual  report  for  1954  we  pointed  out  that  for  the 
first  time  on  record  the  number  of  deaths  among  females  out¬ 
numbered  those  among  males.  This  excess  of  female  deaths 
was,  however,  only  discernible  among  deaths  occurring  in 
the  age  group  70  years  and  over  and  reached  its  peak  among 
those  aged  80-89  years.  In  1955  the  deaths  among  males 
exceeded  those  among  females  by  50,  465  deaths  occurring 
among  males  and  415  among  females.  About  one-third  of 
the  deaths  occurred  in  the  age  group  70-79  years  and  rather 


more  than  half  the  total  number  of  deaths  affected  those 
aged  70  years  or  more.  Nineteen  deaths  were  of  persons 
who  had  lived  for  90  years  or  more.  The  number  of  deaths 
among  males  in  the  age  groups  40-59  years  increased  from  68 
in  1954  to  90  in  1955. 

Deaths  ascribed  to  heart  and  circulatory  disease  were 
again  the  greatest  cause  of  mortality.  The  number  of  deaths 
ascribed  to  these  diseases  in  1955  was  302  as  compared  with 
292  in  1954.  The  deaths  from  coronary  disease  increased 
from  116  in  1954  to  126  in  1955.  Deaths  due  to  cancer  were 
the  second  greatest  cause  of  mortality  and  these  were  closely 
followed  by  deaths  attributed  to  vascular  lesions  of  the 
central  nervous  system. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  in  1955  was  151, 
seven  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  Cancer  of  the  lung 
caused  28  of  these  deaths,  five  less  than  in  1954.  The  number 
of  deaths  in  1954  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  was  the  highest 
since  1950  when  this  disease  was  first  shown  under  a  separate 
heading  in  the  causes  of  death  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General.  In  England  and  Wales  the  provisional  number  of 
deaths  during  1954  attributed  to  cancer  of  the  lung  was 
16,332,  m  1944  it  was  6,684  and  in  1934,  2,775. 

A  great  deal  of  effort  is  being  concentrated  on  research 
into  the  relationship  between  cancer  of  the  lung,  smoking  and 
atmospheric  pollution.  So  far  as  smokng  is  concerned,  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  justifies  the  advice  that  those 
who  have  never  smoked,  expecially  young  people,  should 
refrain  from  this  practice  and  that  all  should  avoid  excessive 
smoking,  particularly  of  cigarettes.  If  you’ve  never  smoked 
— don’t.  So  far  as  atmospheric  pollution  is  concerned  there 
are  many  weighty  reasons  why  all  practicable  steps  to  reduce 
it  should  be  taken  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  pro¬ 
bability  that  it  is  one  of  the  factors  responsible  for  the 
increased  incidence  of  lung  cancer,  of  itself  provides  sufficient 
reason  for  tackling  atmospheric  pollution  energetically  and  for 
displaying  the  same  determination  in  preserving  the  purity 
of  the  atmosphere  as  has  for  so  long  been  displayed  in 
preserving  the  purity  of  food  and  water  supplies.  The  air 
we  breathe,  like  our  food  and  drink,  should  be  free  from 
potentially  noxious  matter. 

During  1955,  48  deaths  occurred  among  infants  under 
the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  32.47 
per  1,000  related  live  births,  as  compared  with  the  rate  of 
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29.19  for  1954  when  the  number  of  infant  deaths  was  43.  On 
page  of  this  report  is  a  table  showing  the  average 

annual  infant  mortality  rates  for  successive  quinquennial 
periods  since  1901.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  the 
average  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  quinquennial  period 
1951-1955  is  34.52  which  is  a  considerable  reduction  on  the 
average  rate  of  51  for  the  quinquennial  period  1946-1950. 
Fifteen  of  the  48  deaths  occurred  within  24  hours  of  birth  and 
28  within  the  first  week  after  birth.  One  death  was  due  to 
asphyxia,  the  infant  was  found  lying  face  downwards  in  its 
cot.  In  the  interest  of  the  infant’s  safety  it  is  preferable  not 
to  use  a  pillow  in  the  cot.  If  a  pillow  is  used  it  should  be  a 
hard  one.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that  it  is  extremely 
dangerous  for  an  infant  to  sleep  in  bed  with  its  parents.  This 
practice  is  liable  to  result  in  asphyxia  from  overlaying. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that,  as  in  the  previous 
year,  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  1955.  The  neo¬ 
natal  death  rate  (deaths  of  infants  aged  under  one  month 
per  1,000  live  births)  rose  from  20.36  in  1954  to  22.32  in  1955 
but  the  average  annual  rate  for  the  quinquennial  period  1951- 
1955  shows  a  reduction  of  4.90  on  the  average  rate  of  27.48 
for  the  quinquennial  period  1946-1950.  The  still-birth  rate 
rose  from  24.50  in  1954  to  25.70  in  1955  but  the  average 
annual  rate  of  27.01  for  the  quinquennial  period  1951-1955 
showed  a  reduction  on  the  average  rate  of  28.51  for  the  quin¬ 
quennial  period  1946-1950. 

The  general  position  during  1955  regarding  the  pre¬ 
valence  in  the  Borough  of  the  acute  infectious  diseases  was 
satisfactory.  The  total  number  of  notified  cases  was  1,112, 
an  increase  of  268  on  the  number  notified  during  1954.  This 
increase  was  largely  attributable  to  whooping  cough,  the 
number  of  notified  cases  in  1955  being  284  as  compared  with 
61  in  1954.  No  deaths  occurred  among  these  284  cases.  There 
were  only  two  deaths  from  the  acute  infestious  diseases 
during  the  year,  one  was  due  to  meningitis  and  the  other  to 
measles.  Seven  hundred  and  thirty  cases  of  the  latter  disease 
were  notified  in  1955.  There  were  only  two  cases  of  polio¬ 
myelitis  during  the  year  and  neither  of  them  was  very  severe. 

For  the  third  successive  year  the  town  was  free  from 
diphtheria.  During  1955,  808  children  under  5  years  of  age 
and  263  children  of  school  age  were  immunised.  In  addition 
to  this  1,080  school  children  received  re-inforcing  injections 
in  order  to  maintain  their  immunity  to  diphtheria.  As  the 
annual  number  of  births  is  about  1,400  it  is  obvious  a  good 
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many  children  are  not  being  immunised  during  infancy. 
Diphtheria  is  particularly  dangerous  in  children  aged  1-4 
years.  It  is,  therefore,  most  important  that  parents  should 
have  their  children  immunised  during  infancy.  Immunisation 
should  not  be  delayed  until  the  child  attends  school.  Printed 
advice  regarding  diphtheria  immunisation  is  posted  to 
families  when  children  reach  the  ages  of  eight  months,  twelve 
months  and  four  years  nine  months.  In  addition  to  this  health 
visitors  in  the  course  of  their  duties  seize  every  opportunity  of 
stressing  the  value  and  importance  of  having  children 
immunised. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  commenced  about 
15  years  ago  and  has  resulted  in  a  very  dramatic  fall  in  the 
mortality  from  this  very  dangerous  disease.  The  average 
annual  number  of  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  during  the 
period  1933-1942  was  2,783.  During  the  period  1943-47  this 
average  fell  to  749  and  in  1954  there  were  only  9  deaths.  The 
very  excellent  results  of  the  diphtheria  immunisation 
campaign  will  not  be  maintained  unless  parents  realise  the 
great  importance  of  having  their  children  immunised  and  take 
appropriate  action.  The  health  of  the  community  in  respect 
of  this  disease  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  co-operation  and 
sense  of  responsibility  of  the  individual  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Parents  who  neglect  to  have  their  children 
immunised  expose  them  to  avoidable  danger. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  accidents  in  the  home  during 
1955.  This  is  seven  less  than  the  number  which  occurred  in 
1954 — a  very  welcome  reduction.  The  Home  Safety  Advisory 
Committee  continued  to  function  during  the  year  and  details 
of  its  work  are  given  later  in  the  report.  The  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  comprises  members  of  the  Borough  Council’s  Accident 
Prevention  Committee  and  representatives  of  various  volun¬ 
tary  organisations  in  the  town.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
acts  as  Chairman  and  the  Town  Clerk  as  Secretary.  This 
arrangement  encourages  the  close  co-operation  which  exists 
between  the  Advisory  Committee,  the  Accident  Prevention 
Committee  and  the  Health  Department.  Through  the 
valuable  co-operation  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilkinson,  Secretary  of 
the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital,  I  am  able  to  submit  to 
the  Advisory  Committee  details  of  accidents  in  the  home 
which  have  been  dealt  with  at  the  hospital.  The  Committee 
also  receives  reports  on  all  deaths  caused  by  home  accidents. 
A  major  requirement  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  these 
accidents  is  the  maintenance  of  public  awareness  of  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  home  accident  problem. 
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The  Press  can  and  do  perform  a  useful  function  in  regard  to 
this  aspect  of  preventive  work.  Their  representatives  are 
invited  to  all  meetings  of  the  Committee  and  are  thus  in  a 
position  to  inform  the  public  of  what  has  transpired  at  these 
meetings. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  1954  there  were  6,617 
deaths  from  home  accidents,  compared  with  5,895  in  1953  and 
4,891  in  1949.  These  figures  demonstrate  the  magnitude  of 
the  problem  and  reveal  the  heavy  toll  of  life  exacted  by 
accidents  in  the  home.  The  home  should  be  a  place  of  safety 
but  it  is  quite  apparent  that  this  is  not  the  case.  The  figures 
I  have  quoted  also  reveal  that  the  mortality  from  these 
accidents  is  increasing.  An  important  weapon  of  prevention 
is  education  of  families  in  their  homes  by  members  of  the 
health  department,  for  example,  sanitary  inspectors  and 
health  visitors,  whose  duties  involve  home  visiting.  Repeated 
verbal  advice  given  in  the  home  is  of  great  value. 

During  1955,  45  applications  for  improvement  grants 
under  the  Housing  Act  of  1949  were  received  and  44  of  these 
were  approved.  This  is  less  than  the  number  approved 
during  1954  which  was  56.  Since  1953,  111  applications  for 
grants  have  been  approved.  The  first  grant  approved  by  the 
Council  was  in  respect  of  four  terrace  houses  which  were  the 
subject  of  the  experiment  known  as  “  The  Stockton  Test.” 
This  experiment  was  dealt  with  in  the  annual  report  for  1953. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  there  are  several  million 
houses  in  the  country  which,  though  structurally  sound,  are 
without  such  amenities  as  an  indoor  water  supply,  a  hot 
water  system,  an  indoor  water  closet  and  a  bathroom.  The 
need  to  do  something  for  the  large  number  of  families 
inhabiting  structurally  sound  houses  of  this  type,  capable 
of  improvement,  received  statutory  recognition  in  the 
Housing  Act  of  1949.  Under  this  Act  a  grant  is  payable, 
subject  to  certain  conditions,  towards  the  cost  of  improving 
or  converting  privately  owned  houses.  Conversion  comprises 
the  division  of  a  large  house  or  houses  into  self-contained 
dwellings  or  the  making  of  dwellings  from  buildings  used 
for  other  purposes.  Though  improvement  grants  do  not 
cover  ordinary  repairs  they  do  cover  the  .  rectification  of 
fundamental  defects  in  structure,  for  example,  inserting  a 
damp-proof  course,  remedying  dry  rot,  obtaining  proper 
ceiling  height,  putting  in  a  new  staircase  and,  in  certain 
circumstances,  incorporating  an  extra  room. 

The  number  of  properties  modernised  under  the  1949 
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Act  was  disappointingly  small.  In  the  country  as  a  whole 
only  about  three  thousand  improvement  grants  had  been 
authorised  by  1953.  The  1949  Act  came  into  force  at  a  time 
when  building  materials  and  labour  were  scarce  and  when 
the  desirable  emphasis  on  new  building  overshadowed  the 
desirability  of  improving  and  preserving  old  but  structurally 
sound  property.  Another  cause  of  failure  was  that  many 
owners  had  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  help  available  under 
the  Act. 

In  1954  by  virtue  of  a  circular  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  the  scheme  for  improvement 
and  conversion  grants  was  made  more  attractive.  It  is 
therefore  disappointing  that  in  Stockton  the  number  of 
applications  for  these  grants  has  shown  a  decrease  on  the 
previous  year’s  figure.  Whilst  it  is  estimated  that  about 
3,000  houses  in  Stockton  are  in  the  category  suitable  for 
improvement  grant  procedure  so  far  little  more  than  100  have 
benefited  from  the  scheme. 

This  poses  the  question  whether  existing  methods  are 
adequate  enough  to  cope  efficiently  with  the  problem  of 
structurally  sound  dwellings  lacking  the  amenities  now 
provided  in  a  modern  house.  Up  to  the  present  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  nation’s  sub-standard  houses  have  benefited 
from  the  grants  available  under  the  Acts  of  1949  and  1954. 
Unless  these  houses  are  improved  in  conformity  with  modern 
standards  many  families,  even  with  the  best  possible  rate 
of  new  building,  must  suffer  for  a  long  time  the  discomfort 
of  occupying  houses  which  do  not  possess  the  basic  require¬ 
ments  for  healthy  family  life.  There  must  of  course  be  no 
question  of  prolonging  the  life  of  houses  which  have  long 
outlived  their  usefulness. 

In  last  year’s  report  we  drew  attention  to  the  consider¬ 
able  fall  in  the  mortality  from  tuberculosis.  In  1954  the 
number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  10  which 
is  the  lowest  figure  on  record  and  a  big  reduction  on  the 
26  deaths  from  this  disease  which  occurred  in  1953.  In  1955 
there  were  12  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  45  of  this  report  that  the 
average  annual  death  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  during 
the  quinquennial  period  1951-1955  is  little  more  than  half  of 
what  it  was  in  the  previous  quinquennial  period.  A  similar 
comparison  for  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  reveals  that  the 
mortality  for  the  period  1951-1955  is  only  one-third  of  the 
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rate  for  1946-1950.  The  incidence  of  the  disease  has  also 
fallen  but  not  so  dramatically  as  the  mortality.  Though  the 
fall  in  the  mortality  due  to  respiratory  tuberculosis  has  been 
considerable  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  disease  still 
kills  more  than  7,000  people  annually  in  England  and  Wales, 
in  1954  this  disease  killed  7,897  persons.  Whilst  much  has 
been  achieved,  particularly  in  recent  years,  much  remains 
to  be  done. 

The  Council  gives  special  consideration  to  the  re-housing 
of  tuberculous  families.  During  1954  and  1955  twenty-five 
families  in  which  there  was  a  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  re-housed.  The  number  of  families  re-housed  since 
1952  on  grounds  of  tuberculosis  is  74. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 
Regional  Hospital  Board  continued  to  function  during  the 
year  and  details  of  its  findings  are  given  later  in  this  report. 
Three  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  discovered 
among  216  patients  referred  by  medical  practitioners.  Three 
cases  were  also  discovered  among  2,466  members  of  the 
general  public.  No  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were 
discovered  among  1,141  school  children. 

Three  of  the  six  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during 
the  year  occurred  among  the  members  of  one  family.  This 
outbreak  had  several  interesting  features.  The  food  proved 
to  be  the  vehicle  of  infection  was  a  processed  meat  product. 
More  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  are  associated  with  pro¬ 
cessed  and  made-up  meat  than  with  any  other  single  food. 
It  is  known  that  the  meat  product  must  have  reached  the 
homes  of  at  least  sixty  people  yet  only  three  cases  came  to 
the  notice  of  the  Health  Department.  In  the  three  cases 
which  came  to  our  notice  the  symptoms  were  not  very  severe. 
The  family  affected  consisted  of  six  persons  three  of  whom 
did  not  eat  the  meat  product  and  had  no  symptoms.  The 
mother  of  the  family  ate  some  of  the  meat  on  the  day  it  was 
purchased  and  became  ill  within  a  few  hours.  The  following 
day  two  of  her  children  ate  the  meat  and  also  became  ill 
within  a  few  hours.  In  the  meantime  the  mother’s  symptoms 
had  cleared  up  but  in  view  of  her  children’s  illness  she 
decided  to  call  in  the  family  doctor.  It  is  likely  that  many 
of  those  who  had  symptoms  after  eating  the  meat  did  not 
consider  they  were  ill  enough  to  seek  medical  advice  and  this 
would  account  for  these  cases  not  coming  to  our  notice. 
It  is  also  known  that  the  symptoms  of  one  person,  of 
unknown  identity,  who  had  consumed  some  of  the  meat 
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product  were  attributed  to  strawberries  which  he  had  also 
consumed  on  the  same  day  as  he  had  consumed  the  meat. 

The  medical  practitioner  who  attended  the  family 
immediately  notified  me  by  telephone  that  the  illness  might 
be  due  to  food  poisoning.  This  prompt  notification  by  the 
family  doctor  was  of  considerable  value  in  enabling  us  to 
trace  the  cause  of  the  outbreak.  With  the  helpful  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  medical  director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
it  was  quickly  confirmed  that  we  were  dealing  with  an 
outbreak  of  staphylococcal  food  poisoning.  Staphylococci  of 
the  same  type  were  isolated  from  the  meat  product  and  from 
a  wound  on  the  hand  of  the  butcher  who  prepared  the  meat 
product  as  well  as  from  his  nose.  This  butcher  also  sold 
the  meat  product  and  was  the  only  person  who  handled  it 
up  to  the  time  it  was  sold.  The  wound  on  his  hand  was  a 
comparatively  trivial  one.  It  was  clean  in  appearance  and 
healing  satisfactorily.  Sores  and  wounds  on  the  hands  of 
food  handlers,  whether  they  are  trivial  or  otherwise,  and 
whether  they  are  clean  or  septic  are  potentially  dangerous 
and  should  be  dealt  with  promptly. 

Investigation  revealed  that  the  meat  product  had 
remained  at  room  temperature  for  at  least  twelve  hours  after 
manufacture  before  it  was  placed  in  a  refrigerator.  This 
enabled  the  bacteria  with  which  it  had  been  infected  to 
multiply  and  produce  toxin.  Rapid  cooling  immediately 
after  manufacture  followed  by  adequate  refrigeration  is  a 
most  important  measure  in  the  prevention  of  food  poisoning. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  1954  there  were  6,016 
incidents  of  food  poisoning,  an  increase  of  14  per  cent  on  the 
number  which  occurred  during  the  previous  year.  The 
general  adoption  of  comparatively  simple  precautions  would 
go  far  to  reduce  the  national  incidence  of  food  poisoning. 
Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  importance  of 
immediate  cooling  after  manufacture,  adequate  refrigeration 
and  prompt  attention  to  wounds  and  sores  on  the  hands  of 
food  handlers.  If  food  has  become  infected  with  bacteria 
cooling  and  refrigeration  inhibits  their  multiplication. 
Ordinary  room  temperature  encourages  the  multiplication  of 
bacteria  to  an  extent  capable  of  causing  food  poisoning. 
Sores  and  wounds,  even  when  they  appear  clean,  may  be 
heavily  infected  with  bacteria..  Hence  the  importance  of 
prompt  attention  to  lesions  of  this  nature  affecting  food 
handlers.  The  adoption  of  the  “no-touch”  technique  will 
obviously  minimise  the  chance  of  infecting  food  during  its 
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preparation  or  sale.  Another  precaution  of  supreme  import¬ 
ance  is  washing  the  hands  after  using  the  toilet  and  before 
handling  food. 

Food  handlers  must  obviously  have  at  their  disposal 
efficient  equipment  and  a  knowledge  of  food  hygiene.  They 
must  also  possess  a  highly  developed  sense  of  responsibility 
and  a  full  realisation  that  any  lapse  on  their  part  may 
imperil  the  safety  of  the  public’s  food  supply.  The  provision 
of  modern  equipment  is  of  little  avail  in  the  prevention  of 
food  poisoning,  if  it  is  not  used  intelligently  or  if  matters  of 
personal  hygiene  are  neglected.  It  will  be  seen  later  in  this 
report  that  two  thousand  visits  were  paid  by  sanitary 
inspectors  to  food  premises  during  the  year.  These  visits 
provide  an  admirable  opportunity  of  giving  advice  on  the 
proper  use  of  equipment  and  the  observance  of  hygienic 
practices.  Health  education  of  this  nature  carried  out  on 
the  spot  by  the  sanitary  inspector  is  of  the  greatest  value. 
Its  repetition,  particularly  at  premises  where  frequent 
changes  in  staffing  are  liable  to  occur,  is  important.  The 
table  on  page  34  of  this  report  gives  an  indication  of  the 
progress  made  in  the  improvement  of  food  premises.  In  the 
last  ten  years  the  number  of  premises  without  a  supply  of 
hot  and  cold  water  has  been  reduced  from  268  to  49. 

In  previous  reports  we  have  drawn  attention  to  the  great 
difficulty,  which  still  exists,  of  obtaining  residential  accom¬ 
modation  for  mentally  defective  children.  This  difficulty 
results  in  severe  strain  on  the  parents  and  relatives  of  these 
children,  some  of  whom  have  been  on  the  waiting  list  for 
several  years.  At  the  end  of  1954  the  number  of  mental 
defectives  in  England  and  Wales  notified  as  requiring  hospital 
care  and  still  awaiting  admission  was  7,733.  This  is  less 
than  the  number  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  previous 
year,  the  number  for  1953  being  8,442.  Four  thousand  of  the 
cases  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  1954  were  regarded 
as  being  in  urgent  need  of  accommodation.  The  great  need 
for  new  accommodation  is  well  known  to  both  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  The  annual 
report  for  1954  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  states  in  this  connection  that  “  It  is  hoped  to  add 
about  6,000  new  beds  in  the  next  few  years.” 

The  Occupation  Centre  in  Stockton  has  accommodation 
for  40  children  and  performs  a  most  valuable  function  in 
training  mentally  defective  children  and  in  relieving  parents 
of  some  of  the  heavy  burden  of  caring  for  them. 
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At  the  end  of  the  report  I  have  included  information  in 
respect  of  the  services  which  were  transferred  to  the  County 
Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946.  An 
additional  child  welfare  centre  was  opened  on  the  Roseworth 
Housing  Estate  during  1955.  Because  of  a  decrease  in 
attendances  one  of  the  three  day  nurseries  was  closed  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  A  detailed  list  of  the  various  clinics  and 
treatment  centres  is  given  on  page 

The  Borough  is  an  excepted  district  under  the  Education 
Act  of  1944  and  this  report  contains  information  on  the  work 
of  the  School  Health  Service  during  1955. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  interest,  help 
and  encouragement  and  the  Chief  Officials  of  the  Corporation 
for  their  valuable  and  willing  co-operation.  My  grateful 
thanks  are  also  due  to  those  who  have  assisted  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  this  report  and  to  all  members  of  the  staff  in  the 
various  sections  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  useful 
work  they  have  carried  out  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY.  J.  PETERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

POPULATION 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough 

at  30th  June,  1955  .  75,210 

Increase  on  last  year’s  estimate  .  450 

Natural  increase  during  1955  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  ...  598 


Live  Births : — 

1955 

1954 

Males  . 

768 

Birth-rate  per  1000 

Females . 

710 

of  population 

19-65 

19-73 

Total . 

1478 

Still  Births  . 

39 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  births . 

25-70 

24-50 

Deaths : — 

Males  . 

465 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

Females . 

415 

of  population 

11-70 

10-99 

Total . 

880 

Infantile  Mortality : — 

Number  of  deaths  at 

Rate  per  1,000 

ages  under  1  year 

48 

live  births  . 

32-47 

29-19 

Neo  Natal  Mortality : — 

Number  of  deaths  at 

Rate  per  1,000 

ages  under  4  weeks 

33 

live  births  . 

22-32 

20-36 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes : — 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

nil 

Total  per  i,ooo 

total  births . 

nil 

nil 

BIRTHS 

During  the  five  year  period  1951-55  the  number  of  births 
registered  in  the  Borough  increased  slightly  each  year  from 
1,402 — 1,478,  the  birth  rate  varying  from  19-03  to  1973  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  average  rate  during  this  period 
was  19’39  compared  with  21  TO  the  average  rate  for  the 
period  1946-50. 

Although  there  was  an  increase  of  five  in  the  number  of 
births  registered  during  1955  over  the  figure  for  1954  the 
birth-rate  fell  slightly — from  1973  to  1 9*65  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  rate,  when  corrected  with  the  compara¬ 
bility  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  is  18-66, 
compared  with  a  rate  of  15  0  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  57  illegitimate  births  registered  during  the 
year,  giving  an  illegitimate  birth-rate  of  38  per  1,000  live 
births,  compared  with  41,  the  rate  for  1954. 
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STILL  BIRTHS 

There  were  39  still  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
during  1955  compared  with  37  for  1954.  The  still  birth  rate 
per  1,000  total  births  was  25’70  compared  with  24’50  and 
27’36,  the  rates  for  1953  and  1954  respectively.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  23T  per  1,000  total  births  compared 
with  23'5  the  rate  for  1954. 

The  average  rates  for  each  of  the  past  five  quinquennial 
periods,  compared  with  the  average  rates  for  the  country  as 
a  whole,  are  as  follows: — 

Borough  England  &  Wales 


1931-35 

39 

41 

1936-40 

38-6 

38-24 

1941-45 

31-22 

30-66 

1946-50 

28-51 

23-98 

1951-55 

27-01 

22-94 

DEATHS 

The  average  number  of  deaths  registered  annually 
during  the  five-year  period  1951-55  was  852,  exactly  the  same 
figure  as  the  annual  average  for  the  period  1946-50.  Owing 
to  the  increase  in  population  however  the  average  rate  for 
the  period  1951-55  is  11  ‘46  compared  with  1L00,  the  average 
rate  for  the  preceding  quinquennial  period. 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  the 
net  deaths  registered  during  1955,  numbered  880 — 465  males 
and  415  females.  This  is  an  increase  of  58  on  the  figure  for 
1954,  the  death-rate  being  slightly  higher  at  11 ’70  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  When  corrected  with  the  comparability 
factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  local  rate  is 
13’69,  compared  with  1L7,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  general  deaths  is 
shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Age 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year  . 

.  25 

...  23  .. 

.  48 

1-4  years  . 

.  3 

3  .. 

6 

5-14  years  . 

.  5 

2  .. 

7 

15-24  years  . 

.  5 

4  .. 

9 

25-39  years  . 

.  14 

9  .. 

.  23 

40-59  years  . 

.  90 

60  .. 

.  150 

60-69  years  . 

.  105 

...  79  .. 

.  184 

70-79  years  . 

.  136 

...  120  .. 

.  256 

80-89  years  . 

.  77 

...  101  .. 

.  178 

90  and  over  . 

.  5 

14  .. 

19 

465 

415 

880 

20 


Although  the  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year 
increased  by  58,  the  female  deaths  were  nine  less  than  last 
year.  Unfortunately  the  improvement  noted  last  year  in  the 
male  deaths  in  the  40-59  age  group  has  not  been  maintained, 
the  number  of  deaths  having  increased  from  68  to  90. 

A  table  showing  the  causes  of  death  during  the  year 
1955  is  given  below: — 


1 . 

2. 

3- 

4- 

5* 

6. 

7- 

8. 

9- 

10. 

11. 


12. 

I3- 

H- 

U- 

16. 

l7- 

18. 

19- 

20. 


2  I . 
22. 

23- 

24. 

25- 

26. 

27- 

28. 

29. 

3°- 

31- 

32- 

33- 

34- 

35- 

36- 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  STOCKTON-ON-TEES,  1955. 


Causes  of  Death 

Total 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  . 

880 

465 

415 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

12 

8 

4 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

2 

2 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

— 

-  — 

— 

Diphtheria  . .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

1 

. — 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

- — 

Measles  . 

1 

1 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

25 

12 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

28 

26 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

5 

— 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and 

7 

— 

7 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

82 

46 

36 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia . 

4 

2 

2 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of 

4 

— 

4 

nervous  system 

135 

63 

72  ' 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

126 

89 

37 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

11 

7 

4 

Other  heart  disease  . 

130 

54 

76 

Other  circulatory  disease . 

35 

19 

16 

Influenza  . 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

22 

15 

7 

Bronchitis  . 

30 

17 

13 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

9 

6 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

11 

8 

3 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

5 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

6 

6 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

Congenital  malformations  . 

7 

2 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

137 

54 

83 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

12 

9 

3 

hr 

All  other  accidents . 

17 

10 

7 

Suicide  .  . 

8 

3 

5 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

21 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  increased 
by  five  during  the  year,  from  43  to  48  with  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  from  29.19  to  32*47 
per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
reached  a  new  low  record  at  24'9.  The  record  for  the 
Borough  was  in  1952  when  the  rate  was  25  31. 

The  average  annual  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  five 
year  period  1951-55  was  34  52.  This  was  a  reduction  of  32% 
on  the  average  of  51  for  the  previous  quinquennial  period. 

The  principal  cause  of  death  was  again  prematurity 
which  caused  sixteen  deaths.  Six  of  the  eight  deaths  from 
diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy  were  caused  by  intra¬ 
cranial  haemorrhage. 

Of  the  three  accidental  deaths,  one  was  due  to  drowning 
in  a  baby’s  bath,  one  to  asphyxia  through  lying  on  his  face 
in  his  cot  and  one  to  asphyxia  from  the  inhalation  of 
regurgitated  food. 

Thirty-nine  infants  died  in  hospital  and  nine  at  home. 

A  table  showing  the  cause  of  death  in  age  periods  is 
given  below : — 

Age  at  Death 

Total 


Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

Under 

1/7 

1/4 

4  wks 
to 

3/6 

6/9 

9/12 

under 

12 

M. 

F. 

1  day 

days 

wks 

3  mths 

mths 

mths 

mths 

mths 

Prematurity  . 

8 

8 

8 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Atelectasis  . 

2 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

6 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital 

Malformations 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

5 

Convulsions  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Measles  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Peritonitis  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Diseases  peculiar 

to  early  infancy 

4 

4 

3 

5 

8 

Accidental  death  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Totals 

25 

23 

15 

13 

5 

5 

7 

1 

2 

48 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  month  at  33 
was  three  more  than  the  figure  for  1954  with  a  corresponding 
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increase  in  the  neo-natal  mortality  rate  to  22*32  per  1 ,000 
live  births.  The  rate  fell  sharply  from  34*23  in  1951  to  16*43 
in  1952  but  since  then  the  rate  has  risen  each  year.  The 
average  annual  rate  for  the  five  year  period  1951-55  was 
22*58,  compared  with  27*48,  29*73  and  36*8  the  average  rates 
for  the  three  preceding  quinquennial  periods. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

For  the  second  successive  year  no  maternal  death 
occurred  in  the  Borough  during  1955. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
0*64  per  1,000  total  births.  This  is  a  further  improvement 
on  the  record  low  rate  for  1954. 

AVERAGE  ANNUAL  BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  FIVE  YEAR  PERIODS 
FROM  1901-1955  AND  FOR  THE  INDIVIDUAL  YEARS 
1951-1955  FOR  STOCKTON-ON-TEES  AND  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Birth 

Death 

Inf.  M. 

Birth 

Death 

Inf.  M. 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

1901 — 05 

31  ‘64 

17-62 

l53 

28-16 

16-0 

j37-8 

1906 — IO 

29-50 

I5*98 

128 

26-2 

14-6 

117-0 

1911— 15 

30-02 

17-18 

122 

23-6 

M-3 

109-6 

1916—20 

25-04 

17-80 

hi 

20-0 

I4‘5 

90-6 

1921—25 

25T0 

13-80 

94 

I9'9 

12- 1 

75‘8 

1926—30 

21-64 

I3‘49 

85  ... 

16-7 

12- 1 

67 

W— 35 

19-21 

12-47 

74 

15-0 

12-0 

62 

1936 — 40 

18-89 

12-50 

63 

1 4"9 

I2'5 

55 

I94I — 45 

20-23 

13-08 

65  ... 

t6-o 

I  1  -9 

5° 

1 946—50 

21-70 

1 1  •  00 

51 

i8-o 

n*5 

36 

T95T — 55 

I9G9 

11-46 

34-52 

T5"3 

n-6 

26-88 

I951 

19-03 

13-06 

55 

x5"5 

I2*5 

29-6 

1952 

19-26 

10-71 

25-31  ••• 

l5‘3 

1 1  "3 

27-6 

T953 

19-28 

10-84 

30-74  ... 

15*5 

1 1  *4 

26-8 

J954 

T9’73 

10-99 

29-19  ... 

15-2 

n-3 

25-5 

I955 

i9'65 

1 1-70 

32*47  ••• 

15-0 

ii*7 

24-9 

NOTES  ON  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Hie  six  principal  causes  of  death,  with  associated  causes 
grouped  together,  compared  with  corresponding  figures  for 
the  preceding  five  years,  were  as  follows: — 
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Number  of  Deaths 


Disease 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

302 

292 

292 

320 

360 

300 

2. 

Cancer 

151 

144 

132 

122 

133 

131 

3. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 

other  Respiratory  Diseases 

61 

72 

87 

74 

109 

82 

4. 

Vascular  lesion's  of  nervous  system 

135 

95 

90 

93 

105 

91 

5. 

Violence  . 

38 

44 

31 

23 

37 

48 

6. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

14 

13 

27 

18 

28 

34 

Totals  . 

701 

660 

659 

650 

772 

686 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  . 

80 

80 

82 

82 

80 

79 

A  table  showing  the  age  and 

sex 

distribution 

of 

the 

deaths  from  violent  causes  is  given  below : — 


Under 

75  and 

Cause  of  Death 

5 

5 

■15 

15 

-25 

25 

-45 

45 

-65 

65 

-75 

over 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Gros 

Motor  Vehicle 

accidents 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

9 

3 

12 

Accidents  in 

home — 

Falls  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

5 

5 

Burns  and 

Scalds 

1 

' 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Other  home 

accidents 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

J 

Accident  at 

work  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Other  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

5 

8 

Homicide 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

6 

1 

8 

5 

1 

3 

1 

6 

22 

16 

38 

Of  the  twelve  deaths  caused  by  motor  vehicle  accidents, 
8  were  pedestrians,  2  motor-cyclists  and  2  motorists. 

There  were  less  deaths  due  to  accidents  in  the  home,  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  falls  being  only  half  of  last  year’s 
figure. 

Of  the  three  deaths  of  children  under  5  shown  under 
‘‘  other  home  accidents,”  one  was  an  infant  aged  11  months 
who  was  drowned  in  a  baby’s  bath,  another  infant  aged  one 
month  died  from  asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  regurgitated 
food  and  the  third  was  an  infant  of  3  months  who  died  from 
asphyxia  due  to  lying  on  his  face  in  his  cot. 

Two  of  the  deaths  caused  by  accidents  at  work  were 
caused  by  falls,  one  by  a  fall  of  stone  in  a  mine,  one  by  burns, 
and  one  by  injuries  received  in  jumping  from  a  stationary 
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locomotive.  The  three  other  accidents  were  all  due  to 
drowning.  Of  the  eight  deaths  from  suicide,  four  were  from 
coal  gas  poisoning,  two  from  an  overdose  of  drugs  and  two 
from  hanging. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 

The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Board 
for  the  following  information  in  regard  to  the  water  supply 
of  the  Borough. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

A  new  treatment  plant  was  brought  into  operation  in 
March,  1955,  at  Broken  Scar,  Darlington,  to  treat  the  River 
Tees  Supply.  This  plant  has  altered  the  characteristics  of 
the  water  supply  to  some  extent,  the  major  change  being  the 
removal  of  the  colour. 

The  treatment  of  the  Lartington  Gravitation  Supply 
consists  of  slow  sand  filtration  followed  by  treatment  with 
ammonia  and  chlorine.  The  River  Tees  supply  has,  since 
March,  1955,  being  purified  and  decolourised  by  coagulation 
methods  followed  by  rapid  gravity  filtration.  The  pH  is 
adjusted  by  means  of  lime  and  chlorination  completes  the 
sterilisation.  Before  the  new  treatment  plant  was  brought 
into  service  the  treatment  of  this  supply  consisted  of  slow 
sand  filtration  and  chlorination.  Water  which  has  been 
standing  in  open  service  reservoirs  is  treated  with  ammonia 
and  chlorine  before  passing  into  supply. 

Three  samples  of  the  raw  water  and  25  samples  of  the 
treated  water  as  it  leaves  the  various  works  are  collected 
for  bacteriological  examination  each  week,  together  with 
approximately  a  dozen  samples  taken  at  points  on  the  dis¬ 
tribution  system.  All  samples  of  the  treated  water  collected 
during  the  year  were  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  purity. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  any  plumbohsolvent 
action. 

All  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  with 
water  from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 
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A  summary  of  the  results  of  the  examination  of  samples 
of  the  raw  water  from  two  sources  of  supply  is  given 
below : — 

RIVER  TEES  SUPPLY  DARLINGTON 


Chemical  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 

1st  Jan.=25th  March,  1955  26th  Mar.=31st  Dec.,  1955 


Average 

Maximum 

Minimum 

Average 

Maximum 

Minimum 

PH  . 

7-4 

7-6 

7-2 

7-7 

8-5 

6-9 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

35 

50 

15 

8-5 

18 

Nil 

Total  Solids  . 

155 

190 

105 

150 

215 

105 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  . 

*3 

4 

Trace 

2 

6 

Nil 

Chloride  . 

11 

13 

9 

9 

13 

5 

Alkalinity  . 

80 

105 

45 

65 

115 

25 

Total  Hardness . 

115 

155 

70 

105 

165 

60 

Carbonate  Hardness  .. 

Non-carbonate 

80 

105 

45 

65 

115 

25 

Hardnesss 

35 

50 

25 

40 

50 

30 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . 

0-8 

1-0 

•6 

0-2 

1-0 

Nil 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

*0-01 

*0-01 

to-oi 

to-oi 

10-01 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  . 

0-057 

•091 

•038 

0-017 

0-110 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  . 
Oxygen  Absorbed 

0-051 

•072 

•033 

0-068 

0-210 

0-013 

in  3  hrs.  at  37 °C  . 

3-0 

4-4 

1-5 

1-4 

2r0 

0-65 

Iron  . 

0-10 

0-20 

0-04 

0-05 

0-20 

Nil 

Turbidity  . 

t3 

+3 

Nil 

t3 

3 

Nil 

Conductivity  . 

225 

280 

145 

225 

320 

150 

*  =  approx. 

t 

-  Less 

than 

Bacteriological  Results — 

Colony  Count  per  ml. 

on  agar  after  1  day  at 
37°C  . 

20 

29 

8 

2 

7 

Nil 

Colony  Count  per  ml. 

on  agar  after  2  days 
at  37°C  . 

24 

38 

9 

3 

9 

Nil 

Colony  Count  per  ml. 

on  agar  after  3  days 
at  20 0  C  . 

6 

12 

2 

3 

16 

Nil 

Percentage  of  samples 

giving  a  Presumptive 
Coliform  reaction  per 

100  ml.  . 

Nil 

0-25% 

Percentage  of  samples 

giving  B.Coli  (Type 

1)  in  100  ml . 

Nil 

0-25% 
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LARTINGTON  GRAVITATION  SUPPLY 
Chemical  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 


pH  . 

Average 

70 

Maximum 

7-3 

Minimum 

6-8 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

55 

90 

40 

Total  Solids  . 

85 

110 

65 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

3-5 

8 

1 

Chloride  . 

7 

9 

5 

Alkalinity  . 

40 

65 

20 

Total  Hardness . 

55 

75 

35 

Carbonate  Hardness  ... 

40 

65 

20 

Non-carbonate 

Hardness 

15 

30 

5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ... 

0-25 

10 

Nil 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  ... 

tool 

0-04 

Nil 

Ammon ial  Nitrogen  ... 

0  043 

0150 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  . 

0  081 

0-290 

0-030 

Oxygen  absorbed 

in  3  hours  at  37  °C 

4-85 

7-6 

3-7 

Iron  . 

0  18 

0-70 

0-04 

Turbidity  . 

3 

13 

Nil 

Conductivity  . 

115 

155 

75 

t  = 

Less  than 

Bacteriological  Results — 

Colony  count  per  ml. 
on  agar  after  1  day  at 
37°C  13  60 

Colony  count  per  ml. 
on  agar  after  2  days 
at  37  °C  .  16  76 

Colony  count  per  ml. 
on  agar  after  3  days 
at  20  °C  .  8  80 

Percentage  of  samples 
giving  a  presumptive 
Caliform  reaction  per 
100  ml .  0-6% 

Percentage  of  samples 
giving  B.Coli  (Type 
1)  in  100  ml .  0-4% 


1 


3 


2 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Annual  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  E. 
Varley,  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1955. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA 
Summary  of  work  of  Inspectors,  1955 

Inspections  following  complaints  . 1052 

,,  under  the  Housing  Acts  .  643 

,,  under  the  Public  Health  Act  .  850 

,,  in  regard  to  outstanding  notices  .  ...  2409 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  and  other  food  premises 

for  food  inspection  1812 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  Food  and  Drugs  Act  . .  117 

Milk  Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  .  50 

Other  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination .  7 

Inspections  of  bakehouses .  73 

,,  dairies  and  milk  distributors  premises .  392 

,,  ,ice  cream  factories  .  21 

,,  preserved  food  factories  .  27 

,,  other  food  shops  and  warehouses  . 1375 

,,  restaurants,  cafes  and  snack-bars  .  105 

,,  offensive  trades .  41 

,,  markets  .  194 

,,  factories:  Non-Powered  58:  Powered  527  ...  585 

,,  outworkers .  1 

,,  licensed  premises  and  places  of  entertainment  9 

,,  stables  and  pigstys  .  24 

,,  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts .  110 

,,  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949  76 

,,  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 .  17 

,,  common  lodging  houses  . '  ...  6 

,,  houses  let  in  lodgings .  5 

,,  hairdressers  .  110 

,,  hawkers  storage  accommodation  .  22 

,,  visits  concerning  atmospheric  pollution  ...  87 

Investigations  made  in  respect  of  notifiable  diseases .  87 

Premises  disinfected  re  infectious  diseases .  24 

Premises  disinfected  re  vermin  .  '. .  56 

Miscellaneous  inspections  .  344 

Interviews  .  408 

HOUSING  ACT,  1S36 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

A  return  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  giving  details  of  proposed  slum  clearance 
in  the  Borough  over  a  period  of  10-15  years.  The  proposals 
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were  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  following  table  sets  out  the  approved  plan  for 
clearance  in  the  Borough : — 

Part  1.  The  Total  Problem. 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under 


Section  11  or  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  3,075 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 

securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i)  . ..10/15 

Part  2.  Orders  Already  Made,  Etc. 


(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and  already 

covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders  or  owned  by  the  local  authority  .  140 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas 

and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have  not  yet 
become  operative  .  64 

Part  3.  Action  in  the  First  Five  Years. 

(v)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas 
and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders 
are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  agree¬ 
ment  within  the  five  years  .  Nil 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clearance 
areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  the  five 
years  will  be  owned  by  the  local  authority  or  will  have 
been  included  in  a  clearance  order  or  a  compulsory 
purchase  order  submitted  to  the  Minister  .  1,377 

(v  ii )  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v) ,  (vi)  to  be 
patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the  five 
years  under  Section  2  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 


Rents  Act,  1954,  for  temporary  accommodation  .  150 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be 

demolished  in  the  five  years  .  1,581 

(ix)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised 
in  operative  demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in 
the  five  years  as  a  result  of  action  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  150 


From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  estimated  overall 
problem  is  some  3,000  houses  and  it  is  hoped  to  deal  with 
these  in  two  5  Year  Schemes.  The  first  dealing  with  1,581 
houses  and  the  second  with  the  remainder. 

Before  the  return  was  submitted  a  start  had,  of  course, 
been  made  to  tackle  the  slum  problem  and  the  Haffron  Street 
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and  Wade  Street  Clearance  Areas,  dealt  with  in  1951  and 
1954,  and  the  Maritime  Street  Clearance  Area  dealt  with  in 
1955  and  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  in  August  of  that  year, 
meant  that  by  the  end  of  1955,  204  dwelling  houses  had  been 
included  in  Clearance  Areas.  In  fact,  all  of  those  in  the 
Ilffron  and  Wade  Street  Areas  were  demolished  by  the  end 
of  1955. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses — 

44  houses  were  dealt  with  individually  under  Section  1 1 
of  the  Housing  Act  or  closed  as  unfit  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Pro¬ 
visions)  Act,  1953. 

Repair  of  Individually  Unfit  Houses — 

Inspections  of  individually  unfit  properties  necessitated 
the  serving  of  14  informal  and  62  formal  notices  under  the 
Act.  Repairs  to  43  houses  were  satisfactorily  completed  as 
a  result  of  notices  served  during  the  year  1954/55.  These 
included  one  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  the  owner. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair — 

18  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
and,  after  each  house  had  been  thoroughly  inspected,  it  was 
decided  to  issue  Certificates  in  15  cases  but  in  the  remaining 
3,  conditions  did  not  warrant  any  action  and  the  applications 
were  refused. 

Overcrowding — 

During  the  year,  68  families  were  reported  to  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Department  as  living  in  overcrowded  conditions.  This 
number  was  divided  into  two  groups : — 

Houses  Occupied  by 
Two  or 
One  More 
Family  Families 


Statutorily  overcrowded  in  accordance  with 

the  Act  .  25  3 

Overcrowded  due  to  the  exclusion  of  the 

communal  living  room  .  31  4 


Improvement  Grants — 

During  the  year,  45  applications  were  received  for 
Improvement  Grants  and  44  were  approved.  In  all  cases  the 
properties  concerned  had  a  life  of  at  least  15  years  and  were 
not  envisaged  as  being  part  of  the  future  clearance  schemes 
Since  the  inception  of  the  Scheme,  1 1 1  grants  have  now  been 
approved. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 
Nuisances  and  Repairs  dealt  with  under  the  Act. 

1,052  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  As 
a  result  of  these  and  other  routine  inspections  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  notices  were  served  as  follows: — 

Preliminary  Notices  served  .  613 

Statutory  Notices  served  .  326 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  notices 
served  during  1954/55  were  complied  with  ...  467 

Dangerous  Buildings  and  other  Structures  : — 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  report  10  properties 
to  the  Borough  Engineer  as  being  in  such  a  condition  as  to 
be  dangerous. 

Prosecutions  under  the  Act — 

It  was  necessary  to  take  legal  action  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  154  of  the  Act  against  four  persons  who  were 
found  to  be  exchanging  with  children  under  the  age  of  14 
years,  toys  for  rags.  As  a  result,  fines  varying  between  <£2 
and  £5  were  imposed. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  were  again  registered 
and  inspections  made  during  the  year  revealed  that  both  were 
being  operated  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  following  offensive  trades  are  in  operation  in  the 
Borough : — 

Tripe  Boilers  .  5 

Gut  Scrapers  .  2 

Fell  Monger  .  1 

As  in  previous  years,  these  trades  were  conducted  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  only  when  allowing  for  the  situation  and 
type  of  premises  being  used.  In  the  case  of  the  tripe  boilers, 
the  premises  are  generally  unsuitable  and  the  siting  of  these 
premises,  together  with  one  other  building  used  for  tripe 
boiling  and  gut  scraping  and  one  as  a  fellmonger  will  need 
to  be  considered  when  the  Public  Abattoir  position  is 
determined. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  321  as  compared  with  328  in  the  year  1954. 
Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  and  the  premises  were 
generally  well  maintained.  In  the  following  Table,  prescribed 
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particulars  are  given  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937:—  r 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health — 

Number 


PREMISES 

(a)  Factories  in  which  Sections  i, 

2, 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

Inspections 

of 

Written 

Notices 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities . 

... 

36 

58 

— 

(b)  Factories  not  included  in  (a) 

in 

which  Section  7  is  enforced 
the  Local  Authority  . 

by 

285 

527 

21 

Total . 

321 

585 

21 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

R  cfcrrcd 

PARTICULARS  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ...  100  60  —  2 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ...  6  3  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  .  5  2  —  1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  ...  41  29  —  1 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ...  —  —  —  1 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork) .  1  1  —  — 

Total .  153  95  —5 


3.  Number  of  outworkers  employed  in  the  Borough — 1. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES  CORPORATION  ACT,  1938 

Hairdressers — 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  of  hairdressers 
and  barbers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  61.  All  premises 
were  inspected  on  at  least  two  occasions  and  conditions 
found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

Hawkers — 

The  number  of  persons  now  on  the  register  for  the  sale 
of  meat,  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables  from  mobile  vehicles  is  18. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 

Routine  inspections  of  the  cattle  market  were  carried 
out  on  sale  days  and  1,653  licences  were  issued  for  the 
movement  of  14,369  pigs. 

One  case  of  suspected  Swine  Fever  and  one  case  of 
suspected  Anthrax  were  notified  to  the  Ministry  during  the 
year.  These  were  not  confirmed. 
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Notification  was  received  of  three  vessels  arriving  in 
the  river  with  dogs  or  cats  on  board.  These  vessels  were 
inspected  under  the  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order, 

1928. 

RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1938 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  submitted  satisfactory  reports 
on  his  visits  to  the  riding  school  in  the  Borough. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

One  shop  and  three  market  stalls  were  registered  for 
operation  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  It  was  necessary 
to  report  to  the  Health  Committee  unsatisfactory  conditions 
found  at  the  shop  during  the  course  of  routine  inspections 
and  as  a  result,  the  owner  was  requested  to  appear  before 
the  Committee.  The  action  taken  resulted  in  re-organisation 
and  improvement  in  the  premises  and  equipment  and  an 
undertaking  by  the  owner  that  no  further  cause  for  complaint 
would  arise.  Subsequent  inspections  revealed  that  conditions 
were  being  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

PREVENTION  OF_  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Rodent 
Operator  and  his  part-time  assistant  during  the  year : — 


Number  of  complaints  received .  356 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  as  a  result  of 

complaints  and  otherwise  discovered  .  501 

Number  of  premises  treated  .  234 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  to  these  premises .  257 

Sewer  Manholes  :  Test-baited — 48  :  Treated  .  367 

Number  of  bodies  collectded.  Rats — 370:  Mice — 176  .  546 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1937 

31  persons  were  granted  slaughtermen’s  licences  during 
the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

There  are  over  700  food  premises  in  the  Borough  ranging 
from  the  small  general  shop  to  the  works  and  school  canteens 
and  it  is  most  satisfactory  that  almost  2,000  visits  were  made 
to  the  various  food  premises  during  the  year.  This  meant 
that  for  the  first  year  since  routine  visits  commenced  in  1946, 
it  has  been  possible  to  make  at  least  two  visits  to  every 
establishment  on  which  food  is  handled  in  any  manner. 
Where  necessary,  individual  premises  were  visited  on  more 
than  the  two  routine  inspections.  It  can  be  said  that  con¬ 
ditions  found  were  generally  satisfactory  and  the  work  put  in 
by  the  Disptrict  Inspectors  in  the  interests  of  clean  food 
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handling  is  having  its  reward.  In  almost  every  case,  the 
visit  of  the  District  Inspector  was  welcomed  by  the  proprietor 
or  manager  of  the  establishment  and  as  a  result  of  discussion 
and  advice,  not  only  structural  improvement  but  a  more 
realistic  approach  to  the  angle  of  personal  hygiene  in  food 
establishments  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent. 

Fifty-nine  informal  notices  were  served  dealing  with 
structural  items  and  during  the  year,  fifty  notices  served 
during  1954/55  were  complied  with.  There  is  still,  of  course, 
in  a  number  of  cases,  considerably  more  effort  needed  but 
with  the  introduction  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  The 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  1956,  it  can  safely  be  said  that 
the  legislation  now  available  will  greatly  assist  in  handling 
any  existing  difficulties. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  positive  results  of  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  past  ten  years  : — 

Structural 
alterations  or 

repairs  carried  Items  attendded 


out 

as  a 

result 

to  as  a  result  of 

No.  found  to  be 

of 

Survey 

and 

Survey  or 

without  a  supply 

No. 

stiil  without 

subsequent 

action 

subsequent  action 

of  hot  and  cold 

a  supply  of  both 

(inc. 

the  provis- 

e.g.  cleanliness. 

No.  of  Businesses 

water  at  the  time 

hot 

&  cold  water 

ion 

of  hot 

and 

rodent  control, 

in  Borough  at 

of  the  Survey  in 

over 

sink  or  hand 

cold 

water, 

sinks, 

refuse  storage, 

Type  of  Trade 

31st  Dec.,  1955 

1946 

basin 

etc). 

etc. 

Bakehouses  ...-  ... 

35 

8 

1 

23 

28 

Boarding  Houses 

and  Private  Hotels 

9 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Butchers  . 

54 

39 

— 

91 

30 

Dairies  . 

5 

1 

— 

3 

2 

Fishmongers  . 

11 

5 

2 

6 

5 

Food  Warehouses  ... 

23 

13 

7 

10 

11 

Fried  Fishshops 

54 

11 

2 

19 

18 

General  Shops 

311 

97 

18 

84 

69 

Greengrocery  . 

38 

21 

3 

20 

11 

Grocers  . 

75 

47 

— 

47 

60 

Hawkers  . 

8 

8 

7 

2 

1 

Hotel  Kitchens 

6 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Ice  Cream  Factories 

5 

5 

— 

15 

5 

Offensive  Trades 

6 

6 

4 

8 

5 

Preserved  Food 

8 

1 

— 

4 

4 

Restaurants,  Cafes, 

Snack-Bars,  etc. 

32 

4 

1 

21 

22 

School  Meals 

Kitchens  . 

37 

— 

4 

9 

9 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

2 

— 

4 

2 

Wholesale 

Confectioners 

7 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Works  Canteens 

21 

— 

— 

1 

4 

747 

268 

49 

372 

296 
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Food  Condemned  During  1955 — 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  various  foodstuffs 
inspected  during  the  year  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 


Bacon  . 

Butter  . 

Cake  Mixture  .. 

Cereals  . 

Cheese  . 

Cocoa  . 

Coconut  . 

Dried  Fruit 

Fish  . 

Fruit  . 

Fruit  Juice 

Ham  . 

Jam  . 

Jiffi  Jellies 

Lard  . 

Meat  . 

Meat  Paste 

Milk  . 

Mock  Cream 

Pickles  . 

Pudding  . 

Salad  Cream 
Sandwich  Spread 

Sauce  . 

Sausage  Meat  .. 

Soup  . 

Suet . 

Sugar  . 

Sweets  . 

Syrup  . 

Vegetables 


Icwt.  3qr.  1st.  4!b.  lloz. 
31b.  8oz. 

41b.  14oz. 

Iqr.  9lb.  13^0 z. 

3cwt.  Iqr.  51b.  3oz. 

11b. 

1st.  121b. 

4cwt.  3qr. 

Icwt.  3qr.  21b.  14|oz. 
72cwt.  1st.  41b.  2|oz. 

3qr.  1st.  14oz. 
llcwt.  2qr.  101b.  6foz. 
41b.  14ioz. 

1st.  lib.  lOfoz. 

Iqr.  1st.  71b. 

37cwt.  1st  131b.  3^oz. 

41b.  14^oz. 

3cwt.  1st.  81b.  4oz. 

3cwt.  9lb. 
llcwt.  121b.  lO^oz. 

15oz. 

21b.  3oz. 

Iqr.  81b. 

21b.  4oz. 

2qr.  91b. 

Icwt.  Iqr.  1st  71b.  13^oz. 
31b. 

3qr.  1st. 

Iqr.  1st. 

3qr.  1st. 

40cwt.  3qr.  1st.  81b.  25OZ. 
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Food  Sampling — 

A  total  of  118  samples  of  various  foodstuffs  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and/or  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination  and/or  bacteriological  examination.  Of 
those  submitted  to  the  analyst,  all  were  satisfactory  with  the 
exception  of  one  sample  of  wine  cocktail  which  revealed  a 
7.5%  deficiency  in  spirit.  Following  a  formal  sample,  the 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  manufacturing  firm,  who 
offered  the  explanation  that  due  to  an  error,  the  cocktail 
bore  a  wrongly  printed  label.  A  warning  letter  was  sent  to 
the  firm. 

The  following  items  of  food  were  brought  into  the 
office  by  purchasers  who  were  of  the  opinion  that  they  were 
not  of  satisfactory  quality  : — 

Curds ;  Cake  Mixture ;  Flour ;  Veal  Ham  and  Egg  Pie ; 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  ;  Boiling  Fowl ;  Cheese  ;  Bread  (2) 

and  Milk. 

All  of  these  complaints  were  fully  investigated  and, 
where  necessary,  the  commodity  was  submitted  to  the 
Analyst.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each  case.  This 
included  a  prosecution  in  the  case  of  a  veal  ham  and  egg  pie 
containing  maggots  and  mould,  the  case  being  dismissed, 
and  in  the  case  of  a  pork  pie  containing  a  blue-bottle,  which 
resulted  in  a  fine  of  £10  and  costs. 

Registration  of  Premises. — 

The  following  are  the  number  of  premises  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  14  of  the  Act: — 

a.  For  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  .  8 

b.  For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  .  235 

c.  For  the  preparation  and  manufacture  of 

sausages,  preserved  food,  etc.  45 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Four  slaughterhouses  continued  to  be  used  in  the 
Borough,  as  follows  : — 
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1.  Laing  Street  slaughterhouse,  which  is  run  by  the  Stockton 
Butchers  Slaughtering  Co.,  who  are  responsible  for  staffing  and 
maintenance  of  the  premises  and  the  slaughtering  of  animals  at 
a  fixed  rate.  These  premises  are  used  by  about  25  individual 
butchers  supplying  shops  in  Stockton,  Thornaby  and  Billingham, 
together  with  two  other  butchers  who  have  animals  slaughtered 
for  the  purpose  of  wholesale  trade.  This  wholesaling  is  responsible 
for  the  supply  of  meat  to  many  shops  in  the  Borough  as  well  as 
other  areas  on  Tees-side,  including  Redcar  and  Eston. 

2.  The  Stockton  Co-operative  slaughterhouse  in  Dixon  Street,  is 
used  solely  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  meat  to  the  butcher’s 
shops  operated  by  the  Stockton  Co-operative  Society  and  is  the 
source  of  supply  for  Stockton,  Stockton  Rural  District,  Billingham 
and  Thornaby,  together  with  an  extensive  area  covered  by  their 
mobile  shops. 

3.  Back  High  Street  slaughterhouse.  This  is  a  private  slaughter¬ 
house  used  on  odd  occasions  during  the  week  for  the  supply  of 
meat  to  one  shop  in  the  Borough. 

4.  East  Street  slaughterhouse.  This  is  a  private  slaughterhouse 
which  was  used  regularly  until  May,  when  slaughtering  ceased. 

Slaughtering  arrangements  in  the  Borough  must,  of 
course,  still  be  regarded  as  an  interim  measure  until  a  final 
decision  is  made  regarding  the  erection  of  a  public  abattoir. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  many  limitations  of  the  premises  in  use, 
which  fall  far  short  of  minimum  essential  requirements,  and 
in  no  case  are  satisfactorily  sited,  the  accommodation  has, 
generally  speaking,  coped  satisfactorily  with  the  throughput, 
although  this  has  often  meant  irregular  and  long  hours  for 
the  Meat  Inspectors  on  duty  at  Laing  Street  slaughterhouse. 
This,  of  course,  tends  to  dislocate  work  on  other  duties  in 
the  Department. 


The  following  Table  gives  comparative  figures  for  the 
three  years,  1938,  1953  and  1955,  which  were  the  last  normal 
year  before  the  war  ;  the  last  complete  year  of  slaughtering 
under  rationing  and  Ministry  control  ;  and  the  first  complete 
year  of  slaughtering  under  existing  arrangements 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole 
or  in  part  for  the  year  1955: — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Ccws 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

5232 

408 

229 

14334 

9959 

Number  inspected  . 

5232 

408 

229 

14334 

9959 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

3 

5 

20 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2681 

100 

_ 

239 

220 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticerci 

51-26 

22-0 

2-18 

1-80 

2-: 

Tuberculosis  only. 


Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

13 

1 

— 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

258 

128 

— — 

___ 

258 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

4-97 

30-1 

0-43 

2' 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

11 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  .  3 

__ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 

THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS.  1949 
THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED 
AND  STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK) 


REGULATIONS,  1949. 

1.  Registration. 

No.  of  Distributors  on  Register  .  164 

No.  of  Pasteurisers  Licences  issued  .  2 

No.  of  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  .  104 

No.  of  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin-Tested  milk  .  19 

No.  of  licences  to  sell  Sterilised  milk  .  89 
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2.  Sampling. 

The  following  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for 

bacteriological  examination  and  testing : — 

(a)  Pasteurised  in  the  Borough .  48 

One  of  these  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  The 
remainder  were  satisfactory.  All  satisfied  the 
Phosphatase  test. 

(b)  Pasteurised  outside  but  retailed  in  the  Borough  ...  2 

Both  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  andd  Phosphatase 
tests. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

During  the  year,  the  Inspectors  continued  to  carry  out 
observations  and  enquiries  into  any  potential  source  of 
pollution  in  the  Borough.  This  entailed  64  observations  of 
chimneys  found  to  be  emitting  smoke  and  grit  and  as  a 
result,  45  visits  were  made  to  plants  and  discussions  with 
management  and  stokers  regarding  excessive  emissions. 

Premises  dealt  with  included  Engineering  and  Steel 
Works,  Laundries,  Timber  Merchants,  Preserve  Works,  Dry 
Cleaners,  Slag  Crushing  Plant,  Bakery,  Scrap  Merchants, 
Brickworks,  Tyre  Re-Moulders  and  an  Offensive  Trade. 

Following  representations  made  by  the  Council  to  the 
I.C.I.  Billingham,  at  the  invitation  of  the  firm,  the  Health 
Committee  inspected  the  works  and  were  shown  technical 
measures  which  had  been  taken  to  prevent  atmospheric 
pollution.  A  full  discussion  was  held  with  the  firm  and  close 
liason  has  been  maintained  with  their  representatives  in 
order  to  ascertain  any  source  of  pollution  which  might  affect 
the  Borough. 

The  Council  also  approached  Modern  Laundries  of 
Norton  regarding  the  excessive  smoke  being  emitted  from 
their  premises,  with  the  result  that  information  was  given 
that  a  modern  plant  was  to  be  installed. 

The  work  of  the  Tees-Side  Smoke  Abatement  Com¬ 
mittee  has  continued  and  much  valuable  work  and  informa¬ 
tion  has  resulted  in  regular  meetings  amongst  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Constituent  Authorities.  The  following 
fable  shows  the  average  monthly  deposits  as  recorded  in  the 
deposit  gauges  in  the  Borough  since  the  beginning  of  1952. 
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AVERAGE  MONTHLY  DEPOSITS  IN  TONS 
PER  SQUARE  MILE 

Gauges  in  Stockt©n=on=Tees  AH  Tees  side  Gauges 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1954 

1955 

Drill  Hall, 
Norton 
(Residential) 

13-04 

11-41 

14-24 

13-11 

Industrial 

Areas 

48-41 

54-80 

North  End 

Rec.  Ground 
(Semi- 
Industrial) 

26-66 

26-43 

25-42 

25-98 

Semi 

Industrial 

Areas 

24-76 

32-36 

Oxbridge 

Cottage 

(Residential) 

No 

record¬ 

ing 

10-40 

10-74 

11-77 

Residential 

Areas 

14-12 

17-26 

Quayside 

Mission 

(Semi- 

Industrial) 

22-97 

20-63 

24-80 

24-74 

The  Tees-side  averages  for  1954-1955  were  taken  from  48  gauges 
covering  an  area  including  the  districts  of  Hartlepool,  West  Hartlepool, 
Billingham,  Stockton,  Darlington,  Barnard  Castle,  Thornaby,  Middles¬ 
brough,  Eston,  Redcar  and  Saltburn  and  sited  in  nine  Industrial, 
eighteen  Semi-Industrial  and  twenty-one  Residential  areas.  It  will  be 
seen  that  there  has  been  a  general  increase  in  deposits  throughout 
Tees-side  but  in  Stockton,  the  average  is  almost  the  same  as  last  year. 
These  results  do  not  necessarily  indicate  pollution  from  an  individual 
source  but  give  a  fair  average  of  pollution  in  the  areas  concerned, 
atmospheric  conditions,  especially  wind  directions,  have  a  bearing  on 
the  source  from  which  the  deposit  has  arisen. 

ERNEST  VARLEY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  (after  correction)  received  during  each  quarter  of 
the  year  1955  was  as  follows: — 

Quarter  Ended 


DISEASE 

3ist  Mar. 

30th  June 

30th  Sept. 

3lst  Dec. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

6 

10 

2 

8 

26 

Whooping  Cough 
Poliomyelitis — 

8 

19 

94 

163 

284 

Paralytic  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Non-Paralytic 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Measles  . 

...  573 

120 

17 

20 

730 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

5 

2 

1 

2 

10 

Dysentery  . 

9 

6 

10 

6 

31 

Paratyphoid  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

8 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

2 

3 

1 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

3 

1 

4 

12 

607 

163 

131 

211 

1112 

There  was  an  increase  of  268  in  the  number  of  confirmed 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year.  This 
increase  is  attributable  mainly  to  an  epidemic  of  whooping 
cough  which  occurred  in  the  last  two  quarters  of  the  year 
and  to  an  increase  of  61  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
measles.  There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  Borough 
in  the  last  quarter  of  1954  and  this  continued  through  the 
first  quarter  of  1955,  gradually  dying  out  before  the  middle 
of  the  year. 

There  were  reductions  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  pneumonia  and  dysentery,  and  once  again  there  were 
no  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria. 

Only  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  confirmed  during 
the  year,  one  an  infant  aged  one  year  and  the  other  a  boy 
of  six  years.  In  neither  case  was  the  attack  severe.  Some 
comments  on  the  six  cases  of  food  poisoning  are  given  in  a 
later  paragraph  of  this  section  of  the  report. 

The  only  deaths  attributable  to  this  group  of  diseases 
during  the  year  were  one  from  measles  and  one  from 
meningitis. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

All  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  the  Borough 
are  removed  to  the  West  Lane  Isolation  Hospital,  Middles¬ 
brough.  During  1955,  206  cases  were  admitted  to  this 
hospital  compared  with  279  during  1954.  The  greatest 
number  of  admissions  were  patients  suffering  from  dysentery 
and  gastro-enteritis.  The  majority  of  these  cases  are  in 
infants  and  young  children,  mostly  from  poor  homes  where 
it  is  impossible  to  obtain  the  hygienic  conditions  and  nursing 
attention  necessary  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  each 
of  the  diseases  specified  admitted  to  the  Isolation  during 
1955.  In  many  cases  the  original  diagnosis  was  amended 
after  admission  to  hospital,  the  amended  figures  being  shown 


in  brackets  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  29  (21) 

Diphtheria  .  4  ( — ) 

Measles  6 

Whooping  Cough  .  9  (  3) 

Meningococcal  Infection  .  6  (3) 

Poliomyelitis  5  (2) 

Pneumonia  .  2  (1) 

Bronchitis  .  3  (  1) 

Dysentery  .  58  (27) 

Gastro-enteritis  .  48  (31) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia .  2 

Erysipelas  .  2 

Impetigo  . 3  (2) 

Food  Poisoning  .  4 

Other  admissions .  2o 


Total  206 


LA  BO  RATO  R  Y  FAC  I  LUTES 

Excellent  laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Middlesbrough  and  Newcastle. 
Almost  any  type  of  specimen  may  be  sent  for  examination 
free  of  cost.  There  is  close  co-operaton  between  the  Medical 
Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Middlesbrough 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  full  advantage  is  taken 
of  the  facilities  offered. 

Samples  taken  under  the  Lood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
and  samples  of  water  are  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Darlington.  Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  for  examination 
by  the  phosphatase  and  methylene  blue  tests,  specimens  for 
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examination  for  the  Rh  Factor,  blood  grouping  and  the 
YVassermann  and  Kahn  reactions,  are  sent  to  the  laboratory 
at  Middlesbrough. 

Specimens  taken  by  medical  practitioners  and  by  the 
Chest  Physician  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Newcastle. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  statement  shows  the  state  of  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Register  at  the  end  of  1955. 


M. 

Respiratory 

F.  Total 

Non- 

M. 

Respiratory 

F.  Total 

Gross 

Total 

No.  of  cases  on  Reg.  1  1/55 

..  221 

140 

361 

23 

20 

43 

404 

Added  during  year  . 

..  36 

21 

57 

5 

3 

8 

65 

Removed  during  year 

..  24 

12 

36 

1 

— 

1 

37 

Remaining  on  Reg.  31/12/55  . , 

..  233 

149 

382 

27 

23 

50 

432 

The  reasons  for  removal  from  the  Register  were : — 


Respiratory 

NonRespiratory 

Total 

Death  .  17 

— 

17 

Recovered  .  4 

1 

5 

Removed  from  district  14 

— 

14 

Non-tubercular  ...  1 

— 

1 

36 

1 

37 

In  seven  of  the  above  17  cases,  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  were  given  as  the  cause  of  death  and  in  four 
cases  in  which  tuberculosis  (2  respiratory  and  2  non- 
respiratory)  was  given  as  the  cause  of  death,  no  prior 
notification  had  been  received. 

The  number  of  new  cases  added  to  the  Register  during 
the  year  was  one  less  than  the  figure  for  1954  but  14  fewer 
cases  were  removed  from  the  Register.  The  number  of 
cases  on  the  Register  had  therefore  increased  by  14  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  same  figure  as  for  1954. 

The  incidence  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis  for  the  five  year  periods  1926-1955  and 
rates  for  the  individual  years  1954  and  1955  were  as  follows: 


1926 — 30  ... 

.  i-86 

I93I  35  ••• 

.  I-51 

1 936—40  ••• 

.  I'5I 

J941— - 45  ••• 

.  i-6o 

!946— 5°  ••• 

.  *‘35 

I95I — 55  ••• 

.  1*00 

1954 

.  o-88 

1 955 

.  o-86 
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There  were  fourteen  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during 
1955,  twelve  from  the  respiratory  and  two  from  non- 
respiratory  forms  of  the  disease.  This  is  one  more  than  the 
number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  this  disease  in  1954.  The 
tuberculosis  death-rate  is  0T8  compared  with  0‘ 17  the  rate 
for  1954  and  with  O' 15  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  average  death  rate  for  both  types  of  the  disease  per 
1,000  of  the  population  for  each  five  year  period  from  1911  to 
1955  and  the  rates  for  the  individual  years  1954  and  1955  are 


given  below : — 

Respiratory  NonRespiratory 

Total 

O11— r5  ••• 

1-28 

075 

2-03 

1916 — 20 

1-30 

o-57 

1-87 

1921—25  ... 

0-91 

0-37 

1*28 

1926 — 30 

0-90 

o*35 

1-25 

!93! — 35  ••• 

...  074 

0-20 

0-94 

036~ 4°  ••• 

0-63 

o- 14 

077 

I94I  45  ••• 

071 

0*1 1 

o-88 

046~ 5°  ••• 

0-40 

0-12 

o-6i 

!95T — 55  ••• 

...  0-23 

0-04 

0-27 

054 

0-13 

0*04 

o- 17 

055 

0-16 

0-02 

0-18 

The  deaths  in 

the  Borough 

from  tuberculosis  during 

1955  are  shown  in 

the  following 

table  classified 

according 

to  sex  and  age : — 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Gross 

Age  Periods 

M.  F. 

Total 

M.  F.  Total 

Totals 

Under  1  . 

-  - 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

1—4  . 

-  - 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

5—14  . 

-  - 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

15—24  . 

-  - 

— 

—  —  — 

— 

25—44  . 

4  — 

4 

—  —  — 

4 

45—64  . 

4  — 

4 

1  —  1 

5 

65—74  . 

4 

4 

—  —  — 

4 

75  and  over  ... 

—  — 

— 

1  —  1 

1 

Totals 

8  4 

12 

2—2 

14 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY 
The  following  statistics  on  the  work  of  the  Mass  Radio¬ 
graphy  Unit  in  the  Borough  during  1955  have  been  supplied 
by  the  Organising  Secretary. 

Of  the  total  number  of  persons  examined,  eight  or 
008%  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  in  need  of  immediate  treatment,  compared  with 
032%  the  corresponding  figure  for  1954.  Abnormalities 
other  than  tuberculosis  were  discovered  in  E72%  of  the  total 
number  X-rayed,  compared  with  15%  in  1954. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  X-rayed  in  the 
various  groups,  the  number  referred  to  Chest  Clinics  and  the 
abnormalities  discovered : — 
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CANCER 

Eight  more  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  this 
disease  during  1955  than  during  1954. 

.  Although  there  was  an  increase  of  two  in  the  number 
of  male  deaths  from  respiratory  cancer,  the  total  deaths 
from  cancer  of  this  site  was  reduced  from  36  to  30.  There 
were  four  deaths  from  leukaemia  during  the  year,  two  adult 
females  and  two  children,  one  three  and  one  eight  years  of 
age. 

In  the  following  table  the  deaths,  excluding  leukaemia, 
are  classified  according  to  age,  sex  and  site  affected: — 


Under  25 

25/44 

45/64 

65/74 

Over  75 

Total 

Gross 

Buccal  Cavity 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

and  Pharynx 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

5 

Digestive 
Organs  and 

2 

10 

18 

Peritoneum 

Respiratory 

1 

9 

10 

11 

11 

-1  1 

31 

72 

System  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

17 

1 

5 

1 

3 

l 

27 

3 

30 

Uterus  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

7 

7 

Other  Female 

1 

Genital  Organs 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Breast  . 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

5 

5 

Male  Genital 

Organs  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Other  and 
Unspecified 

2 

1 

1 

4 

10 

14 

Sites  . 

“ 

3 

3 

1 

3 

Totals 

— 

2 

4 

3 

34 

20 

29 

19 

17 

19 

84 

63 

147 

The  death-rate  from  the  disease  for  the  year  1955  is 
2,00  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a  very  slight  increase  on 
last  year's  rate.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  2’05.  The  death  rate  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus  in  the  Borough  was  037,  compared  with  a  rate  of 
0'39  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rates  from  the  disease  for  each  of  the  past 
ten  years  have  been : — 


vO 

^|- 

ON 

1 

Per  1,000  of  population 

.  i-52 

K947  . 

.  1-63 

j948  . 

.  1  '41 

*949  . 

.  2-07 

i95o  . 

.  177 

l9Sl  . 

.  1-89 

T952  . 

.  i65 

*953  . 

.  1'77 

!954  . 

.  1-92 

*955  . 

.  2-00 
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FOOD  POISONING 

Six  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the 
year.  One  outbreak  involving  three  members  of  one  family 
was  caused  by  an  infected  prepared  meat  product  purchased 
from  a  local  butcher.  The  butcher  ha.d  prepared  the  meat 
himself  and  it  was  found  that  he  had  a  small  wound  on  one 
of  his  fingers  which  had  nearly  healed.  Swabs  from  this 
wound,  nasal  swabs  and  the  meat  all  showed  the  presence 
of  the  same  type  of  staphylococcus.  Although  it  is  estimated 
that  about  60  people  must  have  bought  this  meat  product, 
only  three  cases  of  poisoning  were  reported. 

The  other  three  notifications  were  isolated  cases,  tne 
causes  of  which  were  not  discovered. 

HOME  SAFETY 

Three  meetings  of  the  Home  Safety  Advisory  Committee 
were  held  during  the  year  at  one  of  which  an  interesting 
talk  was  given  by  Miss  Barbara  Naish,  the  head  of  the  Home 
Safety  activities  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  prevention  of 
Accidents. 

A  summary  of  the  home  accidents  dealt  with  at  the 
Stockton  &  Thornaby  Hospital  during  1955  is  given  below: — 

Age  Periods 

Cause  Sex  Under  75  &  Total 


M. 

F. 

i 

1/4 

5/14 

15/24 

25/44 

45/64 

65/74 

over 

Falls 

...  31 

34 

— 

26 

5 

6 

14 

7 

5 

2  65 

Burns 

...  21 

9 

2 

16 

7 

1 

— 

4 

— 

—  30 

Scalds 

...  16 

9 

— 

13 

6 

1 

3 

2 

— 

—  25 

Cuts 

...  21 

26 

1 

11 

7 

3 

17 

8 

— 

—  47 

Others 

...  13 

12 

— 

11 

3 

3 

3 

4 

1 

—  25 

102 

90 

3 

77 

28 

14 

37 

25 

6 

2  192 

The 

deaths 

occurring 

in 

the 

Borough 

from 

home 

accidents  are  commented  upon  in  the  paragraph  of  this 
report  dealing  with  violent  deaths  on  page  24. 

INFORMATION  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  SERVICES 
ADMINISTERED  IN  THE  BOROUGH  BY  THE  COUNTY 
COUNCIL  UNDER  PART  1 if  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH 

SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  is  also 
the  Area  Medical  Officer  for  the  County  Council  for  the 
No.  12  Area  which  comprises  the  whole  of  the  Borough  of 
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Stockton-on-Tees.  Part  of  the  services  of  the  administrative 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  is  paid  for  by  the  Countv 
Council. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

An  additional  child  welfare  centre  was  opened  on  2nd 
September  at  “Kiora”  on  the  Roseworth  Housing  Estate. 
The  number  of  centres  now  provided  is  seven.  The  medical 
staffing  of  these  centres  is  carried  out  by  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  employed  on  a  sessional  basis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  attendances 
made  at  each  of  the  centres  during  1955,  the  number  of 
medical  consultations  and  the  average  attendances  per 
session : — 


CENTRE 

ATT 

E  N  D  A  N 

C  E  S 

Average 

attendance 

Number  of 
Medical 

Under  1  year 

1/5  years 

Total 

per  session 

Consultations 

131  Norton  Road  ... 

1586 

373 

1959 

38-5 

551 

Woodlands  . 

4365 

1179 

5544 

37-8 

440 

St.  Anns  Terrace 

974 

276 

1250 

25-3 

425 

Norton  Green 

3894 

725 

4619 

47-5 

511 

Brown’s  Bridge  ... 

2362 

720 

3082 

61-8 

434 

Eastbourne  Hall  ... 

1085 

371 

1456 

33-5 

263 

Kiora  *  . 

404 

138 

542 

33-5 

93 

14670 

3782 

18452 

39-7 

2717 

*  Opened  2nd  September,  1955. 

Although  the  number  of  births  during  1955  was 
practically  the  same  as  for  1954,  the  attendances  of  babies 
under  1  at  the  child  welfare  centres  again  showed  a  reduc¬ 
tion,  being  less  by  590  than  the  1954  figure.  On  the  other 
hand  the  attendances  by  toddlers  in  the  1-5  age  group 
increased  by  298.  The  average  attendance  per  session  at  all 
centres  showed  a  reduction  of  2-7  on  the  1954  average. 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  distinct 
falling  off  in  the  attendances  at  the  Ante  Natal  Centres.  The 
average  attendance  at  Norton  Road  has  fallen  from  12‘0  in 
1950  to  7*8  in  1955,  while  at  the  Robson  Maternity  Home  the 
reduction  is  still  more  pronounced — from  12‘0  in  1950  to  5’4 
in  1955.  All  women  booked  to  enter  the  Robson  Maternity 
Home  receive  ante-natal  care  at  a  clinic  at  the  Home  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  private 
medical  practitioners  are  responsible  for  the  ante-natal  and 
post-natal  care  of  all  women  who  book  them  for  their  con¬ 
finements. 
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ANTE-NATAL  CENTRES 

No.  of  Average 

No.  of  medical  attendance 

Centre  attendances  consultations  per  session 

131  Norton  Road .  399  312  7-8 

Robson  Maternity  Home  .  117  112  4-5 

516  424  6-2 


ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGHT  CLINIC 

Artificial  sunlight  clinics  are  held  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  131,  Norton  Road,  twice  weekly.  During  1955,  1059 
attendances  were  made,  an  average  of  11  per  session. 

HEALTH  VISITORS 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  1955  an  additional 
health  visitor  was  employed  in  the  Borough,  making  a  total 
staff  of  seven.  Six  of  these  devoted  the  major  portion  of 
their  time  to  maternity  and  child  welfare  work  and  one 
divided  her  time  between  tuberculosis  home  visiting,  mental 
deficiency  home  visiting  and  maternity  and  child  welfare. 

During  the  year  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  by  these 
health  visitors  as  follows  : — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

...  15089 

Tuberculosis  . 

1592 

General  Llealth . 

3 

Mental  Deficiency  . 

587 

School  Children . 

hr 

i 

Aged  people  . 

60 

Total  visits 

17338 

In  addition  1,642  ineffective  visits  were  made. 

MIDWIVES 

Ten  midwives  are  employed  by  the  County  Council  for 
work  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year  1955  these  midwives 
notified  643  births,  an  average  of  64.3  per  midwife.  This 
figure  varies  very  little  from  the  averages  of  the  previous 
three  years. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Facilities  for  diphtheria  immunisation  are  offered  at  all 
child  welfare  centres  and  special  immunisation  sessions  are 
held  at  the  school  clincs  for  re-inforcing  injections  when  the 
children  commence  school  and  for  the  primary  immunisation 
of  those  children  who  had  not  been  immunised  in  infancy. 
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In  both  these  categories  the  response  during  1955  was  very 
satisfactory  and  the  numbers  immunised  were  considerably 
higher  than  those  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  immunisations  carried  out  during  the  year 
at  child  welfare  centres,  school  clinics  and  by  medical 
practitioners  was  as  follows  : — 

At  ages  under  5  years .  808 

At  ages  5  to  14  years .  263 

Total .  1071 


Number  of  re-inforcing  injections  given  1080 

491  vaccinations  against  smallpox,  mainly  infants,  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  104  people  were  revaccinated. 

DAY  NURSERIES 

Three  day  nurseries  providing  accommodation  for  152 
children  were  continued  during  the  year  but  owing  to  a  falling 
off  in  demand  the  Lome  Terrace  Nursery  was  discontinued 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  nursery  was  the  first  to  be 
opened  in  Stockton  in  1941  and  until  recently  has  always  been 
fully  occupied. 

The  increasing  cost  of  maintaining  a  child  in  a  day 
nursery  has  led  to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications 
for  admission,  the  average  daily  attendance  having  fallen 
from  85  to  80.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  however  there 
was  a  tendency  for  the  numbers  to  rise  and  this  has  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  current  year. 

The  number  of  places  provided  and  the  average  daily 
attendance  at  each  nursery  during  the  year  is  given  in  the 


following  table : — 

NURSERY 

No.  of 
places 

No.  on 
register 
31/12/55 

Average 
Uuder  2  yrs. 

daily  attendances 
2/5  yrs. 

Total 

Lome  Terrace 

32 

28 

5 

14 

19 

Norton  Road 

60 

47 

10 

22 

32 

Durham  Road 

60 

36 

6 

23 

29 

152 

111 

21 

59 

80 

DENTAL  TREATMENT  FOR  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING 
MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS 
Arrangements  are  in  operation  by  which  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five  years  of  age  who 
require  dental  treatment  are  referred  to  the  School  Dental 
Officers  for  examination  and  treatment. 
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One  expectant  mother  and  20  pre-school  children  received 
dental  treatment  during  the  year  under  these  arrangements. 

HOME  NURSING 

At  the  end  of  the  year  eleven  full-time  nurses  were 
employed  in  this  service.  During  the  year  1,233  general 
patients  were  nursed  and  35,916  attendances  were  made. 

CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE  OF  SICK  PERSONS 

The  Durham  County  Council  carries  a  stock  of  appli¬ 
ances  and  nursing  equipment  for  loan  in  appropriate  cases. 
A  supply  of  the  smaller  items  of  nursing  equipment  is  avail¬ 
able  at  the  child  welfare  centre  in  Stockton. 


During  the  year  1955  the  following  articles  were  issued 
on  loan  to  Stockton  patients  : — 


Air  cushions  .  42 

Bed  Cradles  .  11 

Bedstead  .  1 

Fully  attachment  .  1 

Bedpans  .  51 

Bedrests  .  51 

Rubber  sheeting  (lengths)  71 

Push-chairs  .  17 

Junior  push-chairs  .  2 


AMBULANCE 


Urine  bottles  .  23 

Commodes  .  2 

Mattress  (Dunlopillo)  1 

Mattress  (Hair)  .  1 

Spinal  carriage  .  3 

Walking  machine  .  1 

Crutches  .  1  pr. 

Walking  sticks  (tripod)  2 

Fracture  boards  (set)  1 

SERVICE 


The  Area  covered  by  the  Stockton  Depot  includes,  in 
addition  to  the  Borough,  the  Urban  District  of  Billingham, 
the  Rural  District  of  Stockton  and,  when  required,  part  of 
the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  Eight  ambulances  and 
one  sitting  case  ambulance  are  in  operation,  manned  by  26 
driver-attendants . 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  : — 


Calls  received 
Patients  carried  : — 

Stretcher  cases 
Sitting  cases 

Total  Mileage 


23539 


6161 

20620 

-  26781 

...  184039 


The  above  figures  include  521  journeys  involving  8,120 
miles  under  agreement  with  the  North  Riding  County  Council 
for  the  transport  of  cases  from  certain  parts  of  their  area. 


The  number  of  patients  carried  during  the  year,  both 
stretcher  and  sitting  cases,  is  much  higher  than  last  year. 
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Each  year,  with  the  exception  of  1954,  the  demands  on  this 
service  have  increased  substantially. 

DOMESTIC  HELP 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  operation  of 
this  service.  At  the  end  of  the  year  40  part-time  domestic 
helps  were  employed  in  the  Borough  in  attendance  on  151 
cases.  The  work  of  the  domestic  helps  in  the  Borough  is 
supervised  by  an  Assistant  County  Organiser  : — 

LIST  OF  CLINICS  AMD  TREATMENT  CENTRES 
AVAILABLE  IN  THE  BOROUCH 


Child 

Welfare  Centres 

1. 

13 1  Norton  Road  . 

2. 

Woodlands,  106  Yarm  Lane 

3- 

Baptist  Sunday  School, 

St.  Ann’s  Terrace  . 

4- 

Schoolroom,  The  Green, 
Norton  . 

5- 

Methodist  Sunday  School, 
Brown’s  Bridge, 

Bishopton  Road  . 

6. 

Eastbourne  Hall, 

Appleton  Road  . 

hr 
/  . 

Kiora,  Ragpath  Lane, 

Roseworth  Estate  . 

An  te=  Natal  Centres 

1. 

13 1  Norton  Road . 

2. 

Robson  Maternity  Home  ... 

Sunlight  Clinic 

13 1  Norton  Road  ... 


Day  Nurseries 

Norton  Road . 

Durham  Road  . 

School  Clinics 

General  Clinic,  Woodlands, 

106  Yarm  Lane  . 

Specialist,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Clinic,  78  Norton  Road 
Specialist,  Eye  Clinic, 

78  Norton  Road  . 

Orthoptic  Clinic, 78  Norton  Road 


Wednesdays  .. 

2 —  4  p.m. 

Mondays 

.  2 —  4  p.m. 

Tuesdays 

10 — 12  p.m. 
2 —  4  p.m. 

Tuesdays 

2 —  4  p.m. 

Thursdays 

10 — 12  p.m. 
2 —  4  p.m. 

Fridays  ... 

.  2—  4  p.m. 

Mondays 

2 —  4  p.m. 

Fridays  . 

2 —  4  p.m. 

Thursdays 

2 —  4  p.m. 

Alternate  Fridays  10—12  a.m. 

Two  sessions 

weekly 

(Treatment 

by  appointment) 

Accomodation 

for  60  children 

Accomodation 

for  60  children 

Tuesdays  and 

Fridays 

2 —  4  p.m. 

By  appointment 

By  appointment 
By  appointment 


School  Dental  Clinics 

1.  Woodlands,  106  Yarm  Lane 

2.  School  Clinic, 

78  Norton  Road  . 

Speech  Therapy  Classes 

Nelson  Terrace  . 

Child  Guidance  Clinic 

Nelson  Terrace  . 


Open  daily 
Open  daily 

By  appointment 

By  appointment 


Open  Air  School,  Norton 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

Stockton  &  Thornaby  Hospital 


Chest  Clinic,  Bowesfield  Lane 


Accommodation  for  140  children 


Males — Tuesdays 
Fridays 
Saturdays 

Females — Tuesdays 
Fridays  . 

By  appointment 


5  P-m- 
9.30  a.m. 

9  a.m. 
2  p.m. 
2  p.m. 


STOCKTON-ON-TEES  COMMITTEE  FOR  EDUCATION 

Report  on  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service,  1955 

Details  associated  with  Education  in  the  Borough — 

Number  of  schools  .  29 

These  include  20  Primary  Schools,  five  Secondary  Modern 
Schools,  one  Secondary  Technical  School,  two  Grammar  Schools 
and  one  Special  Open  Air  School  for  Delicate  Children. 

Number  of  children  for  whom  accommodation  is  provided  ...  16,956 

Number  of  children  on  roll  at  end  of  the  year  .  13,697 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  children  inspected  in  the  prescribed  age 
groups  was  3,418.  In  addition,  899  children  of  various  ages 
not  within  the  prescribed  groups  were  inspected. 

Later  in  the  year  a  beginning  was  made  in  postponing 
the  examination  of  the  second  age  group,  i.e.  the  10-11  year 
old  children,  for  a  few  months,  so  that  they  are  examined 
after  entrance  to  secondary  schools.  This  make  it  possible 
to  give  an  up-to-date  health  report  to  the  Head  Teachers 
concerned,  and  they  have  expressed  appreciation  of  the 
arrangement. 

Arrangements  were  made  at  the  same  time  to  examine 
8  year  old  children,  thus  bridging  the  gap  between  the 
entrants  and  the  11  year  old  children.  677  of  the  899  “other 
periodic  inspections”  were  8  year  old  children. 
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4,122  children,  referred  by  parents,  teachers,  school 
nurses  or  enquiry  officers  were  examined  as  “  Specials.” 

1,261  re-inspections  of  children  suffering  from  one  or 
more  defects  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 

The  number  of  individual  pupils  found  at  Periodic  Inspec¬ 
tion  to  require  treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and 
Infestation  with  Vermin)  is  given  below : — 

For  Defective 


Vision 

For  any 

Total 

Group 

(excluding 

other 

individual 

squint) 

conditions 

pupils 

Entrants  . 

31 

122 

141 

Second  Age  Group  . 

47 

56 

100 

Third  Age  Group  . 

67 

38 

92 

Total . 

145 

216 

333 

Additional  Periodic  Inspections  . 

33 

65 

95 

Grand  Total  . 

178 

281 

428 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  defects  noted 
at  periodic  and  special  medical  inspections  as  requiring 
treatment  or  as  needing  to  be  kept  under  observation : — 


Periodic  Inspections  Special  Inspections 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE 

Requiring 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 

Requiring 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 

treatment 

observation 

treatment 

observation 

Skin  . 

..  33 

44 

75 

4 

Eyes — 

a.  Vision 

..  178 

488 

534 

657 

b.  Squint 

16 

23 

96 

59 

c.  Other 

15 

11 

24 

2 

Ears — 

a.  Hearing 

3 

23 

7 

64 

b.  Otitis  Media 

10 

19 

2 

3 

c.  Other 

6 

4 

6 

1 

Nose  or  Throat 

55 

177 

56 

34 

Speech  . 

14 

16 

20 

4 

Cervical  Glands 

1 

215 

— 

7 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

73 

1 

67 

Lungs  . 

9 

80 

23 

17 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia  ... 

1 

13 

_ 

1 

b.  Other 

3 

19 

5 

4 

55 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE 

Orthopaedic — 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 
Requiring  to  be 
Requiring  kept  under 

treatment  observation 

NUMBER 

Requiring 

treatment 

OF  DEFECTS 
Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation 

3.  Posture 

1 

30 

— 

1 

b.  Flat  Foot 

8 

50 

8 

2 

c.  Other 

9 

69 

15 

14 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy 

2 

9 

9 

2 

b.  Other 

2 

hr 

l 

7 

5 

Psychological — 

a.  Development 

5 

— 

17 

14 

b.  Stability 

10 

72 

14 

— 

Other  defect  or  disease  112 

23 

89 

145 

GENERAL  CONDITION 

The  general  condition 

of  the  pupils 

inspected 

was  clas- 

lifted  as  shown  in 

the  following  table 

Number 

A  (Good) 

B  (Fair) 

C  (Poor) 

Age  Groups 

of  Pupils 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of 

Inspected 

No.  col.  2 

No.  col.  2 

No.  col.  2 

Entrants  . 

.  1368 

882  64-47 

466  34-06 

20  1-46 

.Second  Age  Group  .. 

966 

658  68-11 

299  30-95 

9  0-93 

Third  Age  Group 
Additional 

.  1084 

779  71-86 

283  26-09 

22  2-02 

Periodic  Inspection 

s  899 

577  64-17 

316  35-15 

6  0-66 

Total  4317 

2896  67-08  1364  31-59 

57  1-32 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT 


MINOR  AILMENTS 

Treatment  of  minor  ailments  is  carried  out  by  School 
Nurses  at  the  various  School  Clinics,  as  set  out  below, 
children  normally  attending  the  School  Clinic  in  or  nearest  to 
their  own  school. 


Address  of  Clinic 

106  Yarm  Lane. 

78  Norton  Road. 

Frederick  Nattrass  School. 
Portrack  Primary  School. 
Newham  Grange  School. 
Tilery  Road  School. 
Ragworth  Primary  School 
Ragworth  Open  Air  School 

The  total  number 
clinics  during  the  year 


<  >  S 


School  Nurse  in  Attendance 

Mon.,  Wed.,  Fri.  &  Sat.  mornin 
Plies,  mornings  &  Thurs.  afternoons 
Monday  &  Friday  mornings 
Monday  &  Friday  mornings 
Tuesday  &  Friday  afternoons 
d  ues,  mornings  &  Thurs.  afternoons 
Tuesday  &  Thursday  afternoons 
Daily 

of  attendances  at  the  minor  ailment 
was  16,383. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  defects  treated 
or  under  treatment  during  the  year 

Number  of  cases 
treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year 
Defect  By  the  Authority  Otherwise 


Skin — Ringworm — 

(i)  Scalp  . 

16 

1 

(ii)  Body  . 

11 

— 

Scabies  . 

29 

— 

Impetigo  . 

135 

.2 

Other  skin  ddiseases . 

12 

8 

Eye  Diseases — External  and  other,  but 

excluding  errors  of  refraction  and  squint 

254 

1 

Ear  Defects  . 

98 

5 

Miscellaneous — (e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises, 

sores,  chilblains,  etc.) .  6522  19 


VISUAL  DEFECTS  &  EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASE 

The  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  attended  the  School 
Clinic,  78,  Norton  Road,  twice  weekly  during  1955.  753 

children  attended  for  refraction  examination  and  two  for 
other  defects  of  the  eyes. 

Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  478  of  the  children 
examined,  and  of  this  number  442  are  known  to  have 
obtained  spectacles. 

Operative  treatment  for  correction  of  squint  was  recom¬ 
mended  in  eight  cases. 

Three  partially  sighted  children  are  in  Residential  Special 
Schools,  and  one  girl  is  awaiting  admission  to  such  a  school. 


ORTHOPTIC  CLINIC 


Orthoptic  Clinic  sessions  were  held  twice  weekly  in 
1955,  at  78  Norton  Road.  Mrs.  Martin,  Orthopist,  reports  as 
follows  : — 


Total  number  of  children  who  attended 
Number  of  new  cases  registered 

Number  of  attendances . 

Number  of  sessions  . 

Average  number  per  session  . 

Discharges — 

Satisfactory  result . 

Good  cosmetic  result  . 

No  improvement  . 

Left  the  district  . 

Failed  to  attend  . 


95 

35 

574 


99 

5-8 


15 

5 

5 

1 

10 
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NOSE  &  THROAT  DEFECTS 
EAR  DISEASE  &  DEFECTIVE  HEARING 

Ihirteen  ear,  nose  and  throat  sessions  were  held  during 
the  year  at  the  School  Clinic,  78,  Norton  Road,  in  the  course 
of  which  121  children  who  had  been  referred  because  of  ear 
diseases,  defective  hearing,  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
and/or  other  naso-pharyngeal  defects  were  examined  by  the 
Consultant  Aural  Surgeon. 

64  children  were  recommended  for  operative  treatment 
and  six,  who  were  found  to  be  partially  deaf,  were  recom¬ 
mended  for  hearing  aids. 

One  partially  deaf  child  was  certified  as  requiring 
admission  to  a  special  school. 

Hearing  Aids. — There  are  now  19  school  children  wear¬ 
ing  hearing  aids.  The  School  Nurses  are  given  the  names 
of  these  children  and  keep  them  under  supervision  to  ensure 
that  the  hearing  aids  are  used  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Gramophone  Audiometer. — Every  Junior  Department  was 
visited  during  the  year  by  one  of  the  School  Nurses,  and 
group  audiometer  tests  were  carried  out.  1,273  children 
were  tested,  the  majority  being  in  the  9  year  old  group. 
117  were  referred  for  re-test,  but  on  re-test  the  hearing  of 
all  but  41  of  these  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  These 
41  children  were  given  appointments  for  examination  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  as  were  also  61  children  who  were 
referred  without  re-test. 

Of  91  children  examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
51  had  good  hearing,  five  with  slight  deafness  were  kept 
under  observation,  six  with  some  deafness  were  recom¬ 
mended  to  sit  at  the  front  of  the  class,  15  were  recommended 
for  treatment  of  discharging  ears  or  of  wax,  and  14  were 
referred  to  Mr.  Appleton,  Consultant  Aural  Surgeon.  Of  the 
13  children  who  kept  their  appointments  for  examination  by 
Mr.  Appleton,  three  were  recommended  for  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  for  nasal  catarrh,  four  for  X-ray  of  sinuses,  one  for 
treatment  at  the  School  Clinic,  one  recommended  for  hearing 
aid,  three  advised  to  sit  at  the  front  of  the  class  and  one  was 
found  to  require  no  treatment  at  all. 

The  School  Nurses  make  periodic  enquiries  about  children 
who  are  partially  deaf  and  who  have  been  recommended  to 
sit  in  front  of  the  class,  to  see  that  they  are  doing  so. 

Deaf  Children — Special  Schools. — Six  deaf  and  two 
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partially  deaf  children  attend  Middlesbrough  School  for  the 
Deaf,  and  two  children,  whose  parents  have  recently  come  to 
live  in  the  town,  are  at  a  Residential  School  for  the  Deaf. 
Application  is  being  made  for  their  admission  to  the  Middles¬ 
brough  School  for  the  Deaf. 

One  partially  deaf  child  is  awaiting  admission  to  a  special 
school. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  &  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 

Children  needing  treatment  are  referred,  through  their 
own  doctor,  to  the  Orthopaedic  Department  at  one  of  the 
local  hospitals.  23  children  received  treatment  as 
in-patients  of  hospitals,  three  children  were  treated  at 
Thornaby  School  Clinic,  where  there  is  an  out-patient  depart¬ 
ment  for  children  discharged  from  the  Adela  Shaw  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Hospital,  and  seven  at  other  out-patient  departments. 

Two  physically  handicapped  children  are  at  Residential 
Special  Schools,  one  is  awaiting  admission  to  such  a  school 
and  eight  are  attending  Ragworth  Open  Air  School. 

HOME  TUITION 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  three  physically  handicapped 
children  and  three  delicate  children  were  receiving  home 
tuition* 

EPILEPSY 

There  are  no  children  at  present  attending  or  awaiting 
admission  to  special  schools. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE 
WORK  OF  THE  CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC 

The  Clinic  has  lost  the  valued  services  of  Dr.  D.  J. 
Salfield,  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  who  left  in  May  to 
become  Children’s  Psychiatrist  for  Derbyshire.  Our  Social 
Worker,  Miss  H.  Audrey  Young,  M.A.,  left  in  April  to  teach 
in  a  private  school  in  Stirlingshire.  This  depletion  of  staff 
has  created  difficulties,  and  added  to  the  length  of  the 
waiting  list. 

Contacts  have  again  been  made  with  the  Children’s 
Officer,  the  N.S.P.C.C.  and  the  Probation  Officers.  Some 
Medical  Practitioners  have  referred  cases  and  help  has  been 
given  where  possible. 

Intelligence  Testing.  - —  Intelligence  Testing  has  con¬ 
tinued,  but  less  time  has  been  devoted  to  this  branch 
of  the  work  this  year,  since  psychiatric  cases  required 


59 


attention.  Sub-normal  children  have  been  re- tested, 
some  more  than  once  because  maladjusted  children 
and  deprived  children  may  appear  to  be  sub-normal, 
and  great  care  must  be  taken  when  diagnosing 
mental  handicap.  Schools  have  referred  children  when 
teachers  were  puzzled  about  their  lack  of  progress.  The 
voluble  extraverted  child  from  a  good  home  may  give  a 
superficial  impression  of  intelligence  but  the  fact  that  he  is 
really  dull  is  shown  clearly  when  his  immediate  memory  and 
abstract  thought  are  studied.  Group  Tests  replaced  the 
Individual  Tests  in  a  Secondary  Non-selective  Modern  School 
where  children  may  try  the  General  Certificate  of  Education. 
Individual  Tests  were  given  to  a  few  children  whose  class 
marks  and  test  marks  were  divergent.  Some  new  tests 
have  been  acquired  —  The  Wechsler  Intelligence  Scale  for 
Children,  the  Children’s  Thematic  Apperception  Test,  the 
Goldstein  Schneider  Test,  and  the  “Make  a  Picture  Story” 
Tests.  All  these  tests  are  of  value  in  assessing  personality 
traits,  in  addition  to  intelligence.  It  was  possible,  for 
example,  to  find  the  approximate  intelligence  of  a  deaf  girl 
from  Pakistan.  These  tests  are  specially  useful  with  foreign 
children  and  children  living  in  caravans,  without  regular 
school  attendance.  Children  react  well  when  they  find  a  test 
interesting,  and  as  tastes  differ  a  wide  selection  is 
necessary. 

Clinic  Cases. — This  year  has  been  remarkable  for  the 
small  number  of  juvenile  delinquents  referred  to  the  Clinic. 
The  year  has  been  remarkable  also,  for  the  number  of  serious 
cases,  especially  among  adolescents.  The  following  are  some 
examples. 

One  boy  had  to  be  referred  to  a  mental  hospital  where 
he  is  still  having  treatment.  Two  girls  attempted  suicide 
within  a  few  weeks  of  each  other.  Two  boys  were  found  to 
be  psychopaths,  one  is  a  pathological  liar,  and  both  suffered 
from  compulsive  stealing.  O'ne  boy  is  maladjusted  owing 
to  prolonged  illness,  and  finds  it  difficult  to  adjust  to  life 
outside  hospital.  A  girl,  who  is  slightly  deaf,  is  so  unsure 
of  herself,  and  of  her  ability,  that  life  is  a  burden  to  her. 
Another  boy  has  a  stammer  owing  to  frustration  and  anxiety, 
while  another  bites  his  nails  because  of  over-identification 
with  his  father,  and  a  desire  to  succeed.  Another  is  exces¬ 
sively  polite  and  ingratiating  to  hide  deep  conflict  and  strong 
distrust  of  himself.  Dealing  with  adolescents  has  peculiar 
difficulties.  Some  refuse  to  attend  a  place  called  a  “Child 
Guidance  Clinic.”  They  take  themselves  very  seriously,  and 
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while  “laughing  it  off”  may  succeed  with  the  younger  child, 
it  is  unlikely  to  do  so  with  his  elder  brother.  Anger,  shown 
by  irritability,  disobedience,  and  impertinence,  is  often 
evoked  by  what  appears  to  the  adolescent  to  be  social  slight¬ 
ing.  He  is  as  yet  unsure  of  his  status,  and  is  striving  to 
achieve  a  position  in  the  adult  world,  and  what  seems  to 
him  to  be  frustration  prevokes  him  to  wrath.  He  is  ready 
for  any  desperate  measure.  He  has  to  deal  also  with  a 
maturing  body,  and  is  shy  and  self-conscious.  He  must  be 
gradually  shown  that  a  mature  adult  shows  anger  at  wrongs 
done  to  others,  rather  than  to  himself,  for  he  must  be 
sufficiently  sure  of  himself  to  be  unprovoked  either  by 
physical  contacts  or  social  slights.  The  children  of  equable 
parents  are  more  socially  developed  than  those  of  unbalanced 
parents.  Unfortunately  parents  of  some  adolescents  have 
not  matured  to  adult  status  themselves.  They  are  subject 
to  outbursts  of  irrational  anger  and  are  jealously  possessive 
in  their  love.  Parents  who  have  some  success  with  little 
children  do  not  always  develop  into  parents  who  can  deal 
with  adolescents,  and  they  fail  to  realise  that  they,  them¬ 
selves,  are  the  cause  of  the  difficulties.  Foster  parents  and 
those  who  have  adopted  a  child  are  specially  guilty  of  treat¬ 
ing  the  adolescent  as  a  child,  as  they  are  afraid  of  losing  him. 

Criticism  from  parents  and  teachers  worries  the  adoles¬ 
cent,  and  when  his  confidence  is  obtained  he  can  be  very 
bitter  about  parental  insistance  on  an  account  of  the  exact 
spending  of  money,  the  holding  up  of  a  brother  or  sister  as 
an  example,  or  interference  in  his  choice  of  friends,  and  the 
like.  They  are  worried  too  about  matters  appertaining  to 
sex.  Often  their  difficulties  are  relieved  if  they  are  allowed 
to  talk  about  them,  but  if  the  difficult  adolescent  has  been 
difficult  as  a  child  prolonged  treatment  is  necessary. 

Among  cases  of  younger  children,  two  girls  show 
psychotic  behaviour,  and  an  enuretic  boy  has  a  mother  who 
is  so  unstable  that  it  is  well-nigh  impossible  to  help  him. 
One  child  was  assaulted  by  a  man,  and  was  removed  in  a 
hysterical  condition  to  hospital  where  she  remained  for  some 
weeks.  The  effect  of  this  experience  is  such  that  she  cannot 
concentrate,  and  suffers  from  intense  anxiety.  (The  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  cause  of  maladjustment  makes  it  easier  to  help 
in  a  case  like  this.)  Two  bad  cases  of  frustration  over  the 
scholarship  examination  were  examined.  These  children  were 
sleepless  and  hysterical,  and  one  complained  so  much  of 
violent  headaches  that  a  cerebral  tumour  was  suspected. 
They  are  both  quite  well  now. 


Psychological  cases  take  up  much  time  and  results  are 
slow,  but  it  is  the  aim  of  those  in  charge  of  a  Child  Guidance 
Clinic  to  put  quality  before  quantity.  It  is  necessary  to 
explain  to  parents  that  a  psychologist  is  neither  a  prophet 
nor  a  fortune-teller,  and  can  help  only  if  given  an  accurate 
account  of  the  child’s  history  from  birth,  his  difficulties  and 
as  far  as  possible  the  family  situation.  Sometimes  through 
pride,  or  ignorance  of  the  value  of  certain  information 
parents  fail  to  give  a  correct  picture  of  the  home  background. 

Play  Therapy. — The  Play  Group  attends  each  week. 
Some  children  come  for  diagnosis,  but  most  children 
continue  to  attend  for  several  months.  Cases  include 
wandering,  truancy,  enuretics,  negativistic  children, 
hostile  and  inhibited  children,  and  one  suffering  from 
hyperactivity.  The  child  is  observed  objectively  and 
casually  as  he  plays.  He  is  allowed  to  “  blow 
off  steam  ”  provided  he  hurts  no  one.  We  try  to 
provide  a  happy  relaxed  atmosphere.  Parent  and  child  must 
accept  the  problem  and  treatment,  and  they  must  realise 
that  we  are  trying  to  help  them.  We  try  to  find  the  child’s 
deprivations  and  their  meaning  for  him,  and,  as  far  as  we 
are  able,  supply  his  needs.  If  that  is  impossible  we  must 
offer  him  substitutes  that  may  in  the  course  of  treatment 
become  acceptable. 

Rhythmic  Movement. — This  group  has  grown  and  numbers 
have  to  be  restricted.  Girls  who  no  longer  attend  for  treat¬ 
ment  are  welcomed  at  the  Rhythmic  Movement  Group.  Folk 
dancing  is  much  enjoyed  and  some  community  singing  has 
proved  popular. 

Home  Visits. — These  visits  of  necessity  have  been  infre¬ 
quent  since  the  departure  of  the  Social  Worker. 

Summary. — A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  is  given  below. 

Sources  of  Referral 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  .. 

School  Medical  Officers 
Medical  Practitioners 

Schools  . 

Parents  . 

Probation  Officers  . 

Children’s  Officer  . 

N.S.P.C.C . 


Total  .  225 


119 

15 

3 

4 
1 
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Psychological  Record 


(i)  Educational  Retardation 


General  Backwardness  . 

.  .  . 

54 

Backwardness  in  Reading  . ..’ 

... 

8 

Backwardness  in  Arithmetic 

1 

Backwardness  in  Spelling . 

1 

(2)  Personality  Maladjustment 

General  Instability  . 

.  .  . 

20 

Anxiety  or  Obsessional  States  ... 

6 

Night  Terrors,  Nightmares,  Sleep- w 

alking 

O 

3 

Emotional  retardation  and  regression  ... 

15 

Psychopathic  personality  . 

2 

(3)  Habit  Disorders 

Enuresis  and  soiling . 

.  .  . 

...  10 

Speech  defect  . 

.  .  . 

2 

Nervous  tics  . 

1 

(4)  Anti- Social  Tendencies 

Unmanageable  Behaviour . 

12 

Aggression,  Temper-tantrums 

6 

Sadistic  Tendencies  . 

— 

Truency  and  Wandering  . 

6 

Theft  . 

2 

Lying  . 

6 

Malicious  Mischief  . 

7 

Sexual  Offences  . 

5 

(5)  Social  Difficulties 

Strong  Physical  Factors  . 

.  .  . 

. . .  22 

Strong  Home  Factors  . 

25 

Hereditary  Factors  . 

-  .  . 

7 

Non-co-operation  . 

11 

(6)  Special  Interviews 

I.Q.  and  Advice  . 

36 

Vocational  Guidance . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

3 

Special  Reports . 

... 

10 

Range  of  Intelligence 

Intelligence  Quotient 

Hoys 

Girls 

Total 

130  +  . 

hr 

l 

2 

9 

116—129  . 

11 

7 

18 

86—115  . 

41 

32 

73 

70—  85  . 

29 

28 

57 

69  and  under  . 

38 

30 

68 

Total  . 

126 

99 

225 

63 


Age  Range 

Years  (3=7)  (8=11) 

(12-14) 

(15+) 

Total 

Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls 

Boys  Girls 

Boys  Girls 

Boys  Girls 

~ o 

M 

CO 

3 1  35 

9  7 

126  <)9 

50  84 

b6 

16 

225 

Reports 

Schools  . 

...  225 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ... 

21 

School  Medical  Officers 

68 

Medical  Practitioners 

7 

Probation  Officers  . 

3 

Children’s  Officer  . 

4 

N.S.P.C.C . 

1 

Interviews 

Parents  . 

...  ... 

... 

•••  432 

Probation  Officers  . 

...  ... 

...  ...  ... 

3 

Children’s  Officer  . 

...  ... 

...  •* •  •  •  • 

1 

Visitors  to  Clinic  . 

... 

... 

100 

Visits  to 

Schools  . 

...  ... 

...  ...  ... 

...  103 

Homes  . 

... 

... 

...  103 

Examinations 

Intelligence  Tests  (individual) 

...  ... 

... 

...  225 

Intelligence  Tests  (Group) 

. 

. 

200 

Treatment 

Psychological  Treatment  ... 

...  32 

Psychotherapeutic  Treatment 

. 

. 

21 

Educational  Treatment 

Reading  . 

...  ... 

...  ...  .  .  . 

15 

Arithmetic  . 

...  ... 

...  ...  ... 

6 

English  . 

...  ...  .  .  . 

2 

Statutory  forms  were  completed  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  some  of  the  children  tested  by  the  Educational 
Psychologist.  The  findings  and/or  recommendations  were  as 


set  out  below  : — 

Incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school .  8 

Incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school  (inexpedient)  . 

Educationally  sub-normal — requiring  special  school .  20 

Educationally  sub-normal — requiring  supervision  after  leaving 

school  10 

Educationally  sub-normal — requiring  special  class  in  ordinary 

school  — 

Decision  deferred — re-testing  recommended  .  14 

To  remain  at  ordinary  school  ...  2 

Recommended  for  psychological  treatment .  1 

No  recommendation  made — leaving  school  and  not  requiring 

supervision  3 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM  THE  ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

SPEECH 

THERAPIST 

Defective 

Hard  of 

Stammer  Articulation 

Hearing 

Total  number  on  register  1/1  55  ... 

112 

253 

6 

Admissions 

. 

30 

121 

1 

142 

374 

7 

Discharges 

. 

43 

133 

2 

Number  on 

register  31/12/55 . 

99 

241 

5 

Attendance  % 

during  the  year  has  been 

95% 

91% 

98% 

An  analysis  of  the  numbers  shows  that  of  the  43  cases 
of  stammering  that  have  been  discharged  23  have  left  having 
attained  normal  speech.  The  remaining  20  were  discharged 
as  follows  ;  8  left  the  area,  after  resuming  school  in  the  new 
locality  the  speech  of  3  out  of  these  8  children  was  so  nearly 
normal  that  “follow  up”  treatment  was  considered  unneces¬ 
sary  ;  1  girl  reached  school  leaving  age  and  although  not 
quite  clear  of  stammer  further  treatment  was  thought 
unnecessary ;  6  out-of-area  cases  were  discharged  for  non- 
attendance  ;  3  County  cases  were  transferred  to  a  clinic 
nearer  home  ;  1  out-of-area  case  whose  speech  was  far  from 
normal  was  discharged  at  the  request  of  the  Head  Teacher 
and  1  child  with  an  I.Q.  of  55,  was  considered  unsuitable 
for  treatment  because  of  behaviour  problems. 

Of  the  133  cases  of  defective  articulation  discharged, 
109  have  attained  normal  speech.  Of  the  remaining  24,  3 
(2  cleft  palate  and  1  spastic  case)  have  been  discharged 
because  their  speech  is  considered  normal  within  physical 
ability,  that  is,  their  articulation  is  now  so  clear  that  they 
can  make  themselves  understood  at  all  times  ;  3  with  an  I.Q. 
between  50  and  60  have  made  what  is  thought  to  be  the 
maximum  improvement ;  4  with  I.Q.  of  50  and  below  have, 
after  a  trial  period,  been  discharged  as  unsuitable  for  further 
treatment ;  1  County  case  has  been  transferred  to  a  clinic 
nearer  home;  3  have  left  the  area;  1  with  an  I.Q.  of  64  was 
considered  unsuitable  for  treatment  because  of  behaviour 
problems  ;  5  out-of-area  cases  have  been  withdrawn  by  the 
parents ;  3  of  the  cases  admitted  for  defects  of  articulation 
are  now  in  attendance  at  the  School  for  the  Deaf,  2  of  these 
are  out-of-area  cases. 

Of  the  two  hard  of  hearing  cases  entered  as  discharged, 
both  are  lipreading  well  enough  to  enable  them  to  cope 
normally  with  lessons. 
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Unfortunately  the  post  of  Assistant  Speech  Therapist 
which  has  been  vacant  for  more  than  a  year  has  not  yet  been 
filled.  For  varying  periods  during  the  year  the  clinic  has  also 
been  without  a  speech  specialist. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

There  is  a  full-time  Dental  Officer  at  one  Dental  Clinic 
and  a  part-time  one  (six  sessions  per  week)  at  the  other.  It 
has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  a  whole-time  officer  for  this 
clinic. 

The  Table  shown  below  gives  details  of  dental  inspection 
and  treatment  during  1955. 

Number  of  pupils  inspected — (a)  Periodic  age  groups .  11266 

(b)  Specials  .  498 

Total  . 11764 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  .  6202 

Number  offered  treatment .  6202 

Number  actually  treated  .  3708 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment .  4135 

Half  days  devoted  to  Periodic  Inspection .  ...  117 

Treatment  .  514 

Total  .  631 

Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  2396 

Temporary  Teeth  . 108 

Total  . .  2504 

Number  of  teeth  filled  :  Permanent  Teeth  .  2373 

Temporary  Teeth  .  108 

Total  .  2481 

Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth  .  1044 

Temporary  Teeth  .  169/ 

Total  .  2741 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  .  ...  941 

Other  Operations:  Permanent  Teeth .  846 

Temporary  Teeth .  256 

Total  .  1102 
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Mrs.  Rideal,  part-time  Dental  Officer,  reported  as  follows 
regarding  dentures  and  orthodontic  treatment  for  children 
attending  the  Norton  Road  Dental  Clinic : — 

During  1955  eight  children  were  fitted  with  partial 
dentures.  Sixteen  children  were  having  orthodontic  treat¬ 
ment.  Of  these,  5  visited  the  Newcastle  Dental  Hospital  for 
specialist’s  advice  and  six  were  supplied  with  orthodontic 
appliances. 

One  case  of  unusual  interest  is  that  of  J.W.,  aged  six 
years,  who  attends  the  Open  Air  School.  This  child  is 
abnormally  small  in  stature  and  has  complete  congenital 
absence  of  teeth  in  the  lower  jaw,  and  only  5  teeth  present 
in  the  upper  jaw.  She  was  referred  to  the  Newcastle  Dental 
Hospital  where  she  was  seen  by  Professor  Boyes,  who  is  most 
interested  in  her  and  is  making  her  full  upper  and  lower 
dentures. 


CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS 

The  School  Nurses  continued  to  carry  out  head  inspec¬ 
tions  in  the  schools  at  least  once  per  term,  with  a  follow-up 
visit  a  fortnight  later  to  see  the  children  noted  as  unclean. 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 
totalled  52,923,  the  number  of  individual  children  found  to  be 
unclean  being  1,347.  The  more  serious  cases  (406)  were 
directed  to  attend  the  School  Clinic  for  further  inspection. 
The  majority  of  parents  are  ready  to  co-operate  in  the  cleans¬ 
ing  but  in  some  cases  there  is  complete  indifference. 

When  parents,  though  willing,  seem  unable  to  cope  with 
the  situation,  the  School  Nurses  help  by  arranging  for  the 
children  to  attend  one  of  the  School  Clinics  periodically  for 
inspection,  advice  and  treatment. 

DAY  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL  FOR  DELICATE  CHILDREN 

The  School  has  accommodation  for  140  children,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  all  places  were  occupied. 

One  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  makes  regular,  fort¬ 
nightly  visits  to  the  school,  and  also  makes  periodical  exam¬ 
inations  at  the  School  Clinic  of  children  discharged  during  the 
previous  12  months.  Children  found  on  re-examination  at  the 
School  Cinic  to  be  in  need  of  a  further  period  at  the  Open  Air 
School  are  re-admitted.  Five  children  were  re-admitted  during 
the  year. 
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The  types  of  case  most  usually  admitted  are  debility, 
malnutrition,  anaemia,  bronchitis,  asthma,  rheumatism, 
chorea,  suitable  heart  cases,  cases  of  non-infective  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  convalescence  after  illnesses  and  operations. 

During  1955,  68  children  were  admitted  to  the  school,  the 


various  ailments  for  which  they  were 
out  below : — 

admitted  being  as  set 

Convalescence  . 

.  16 

Malutrition  . 

.  14 

Bronchitis  . 

.  11 

General  debility  . 

.  5 

Nervousness  ... 

.  5 

Rheumatism  . 

.  5 

Heart  cases . 

.  4 

Asthma  . 

.  3 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

.  2 

Non-infective  tuberculosis 

.  1 

Anaemia  . 

.  1 

Rickets  . 

.  1 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

Arrangements  for  the  immunisation  of,  and  the  giving  of 
re-inforcing  doses  to,  school  children  continued  in  1955.  The 
mam  groups  included  are  children  newly  admitted  to  Infant 
Departments  and  children  of  10  years  of  age. 

141  children  attending  Infant  Departments  and  156 
children  attending  Junior  Departments,  who  had  not 
previously  been  immunised,  were  immunised. 

Booster  doses  were  given  to  300  children  attending  Infant 
Departments  and  460  children  attending  Junior  Departments. 


HENRY  J.  PETERS, 

Borough  School  Medical  Officer. 
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